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For compoſing a new Set of 


Aries of RELIGION: : 


Ig appearing from the Writings of our molt 
eminent Divines, that the preſcnt do not 


1 a Diverſity of Opinion, but may 


e ſubſcribed by Perſons of very different 


Sentiments ; and therefore can be no Se- 
curity to Religion in general, nor to tae 


Church of E England i in Pati Cyl ar, £ 


With XXI. ARrTiICLEs of Religion, propoſed 


as a SPECIMEN for Improvement. 


— — 


6 Every Prieft and Miniſter ſball declare his Aft, 


* and ſubſcribe to all the Articles of Religion, which 
© ONLY concern the Confeſſion of the true Chriſ- 
tian Faith, and the Doctrine of the Sacrameats, 


5 comprized in a Book, entitled, Articles, Cc. 


Stat. of Uniform. 13 Eliz. cap. 12. 
I would by no means be fo under ſtood, a; if Ipleaded 


either for the Impojition of fo great a Number of 


© Articles, as we are now obliged to ſubſcribe z or, 
s for the Neceflity of requiring the Acknowledze= . 


ment of the Truth of the preſent Articles. Per- 
I + haps, che Church would be equally ſafe, if the- 
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Vanmer on 39 Art. page 136. 
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i To the moſt Revenexy the as * 
ARCH BISHO PS, 
3 ; And to the Rt. Reviews the | 
BIS HOP S 


ENGLAND and IRELAND: 


THIS ESSAY, 


Is, with the greateſt Deference 
and Reſpect, moſt humbly 
iuſcribed by the 


AUTH OR. 


Sig + 


* 
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Humbly offered, Se. 
if not encourage, a reaſonable and ra- 


A tional freedom of enquiry into religious 


truths, (and may that ſacred liberty be always 
enjoyed, and never abuſed by any one!) there is 
all poſſible reaſon to hope for the bleſſing of 
heaven on the ſincere endeavours of ſuck as dili- 
gently labour to diſtinguiſh truth from error, 
and to have God's revealed will fully and clearly 
declared tb mankind, agreeably to his own mind 
and intention ; ſo that all people, even the more 
ignorant and unlearned, may in his good time, 
truly know and underſtand their duty, and by 
his aſſiſtance be enabled to practiſe it. I hope 
this has been the real and undiſguiſed deſign of 
all thoſe who have fo ſtrenuouſly, and with great 
clearneſs of reaſon, and ſtrength of argument, 
repreſented the neceſſity of a new tranſlation of 
the bible, and of reviling and improving our 
liturgy, articles and canons 3 and which gave 
encouragement to the following obſervations, 
preſuming they may have ſome tendency to pro- 
mote and forward thoſe moſt excellent under- 
takings. 


S the preſent times ſeem to countenance, 


B | 


— 
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(2) 

I muſt confeſs, that it appears to me, a thing 
moſt juſt, reaſonable, and neceſſary, that an 
eſtabliſhed church ſhould retain, and have. au- 
thoriſed, ſome articles both of faith and doctrine, 
to diſtinguiſh itſef from others; and alſo as 
a Standard, to which its members may appeal, 
and make application, on all proper and ſuitable 
occaſions, as well for their own ſatisfaction, as 
for the conviction of others. And in regard 
great diſputes .have frequently happened con- 
cerning our preſent thirty-nine articles of reli- 
gion, as well with reſpect to their congruity and 
agreeableneſs to ſcripture, and the ſenſe in which 


they ought to be ſubſcribed z as to the fitneſs and 


uſefulneſs of their being required to be ſubſcribed 
at all, as a ſyſtem of divine truths; ſince we find by 


experience,that many perſons of greatlearningand 
piety, from a principle of conſcience only, have 
refuſed to ſubſcribe them, who might otherwiſe, 
as governors of our church, have both honoured 


and adorned it. In order therefore to clear up 
this matter, at leaſt in ſome degree, I am in 


hopes it may conduce to many good ends and 


purpoſes to repreſent in a fair and true light, the 


ſentiments of ſome of our moſt eminent divines 
on this ſubject ; and if it appears upon due con- 
ſideration, that various and different have been 
the opinions of learned men, in regard to the 


ſenſe and meaning of the articles themſelves, and 


the manner of ſubſcribing them; and that a great 
- latitude is now allowed to interpret, underſtand 
and ſubſeribe them, even in very different and 


e oppo- 


. 
poſite ſenſes; this muſt clearly evince and de- 

monſtrate of what little ſervice a ſubſcription to 
tthem can poſſibly be, to prevent diverſities of 

© opinions in religious concerns, and to produce 

uniformity of ſentiments. For if ſome good 

men may ſubſcribe them in different ſenſes, it is. 

no wonder that bad men ſhould prevaricate 
about them: and if ſo, how, or in what reſpect, 
can they be a ſecurity to religion in general, or 
to the church of England in particular ? Methinks 
this reflection alone ſhould have ſufficient weight 
to influence our governors, to give ſome caſe 
and relief to the minds of ſuch learned and ſcru- 
pulous divines, as cannot now ſubſcribe the arti- 
cles, by cauſing them to be reviſed, and ſuch. 
alterations made therein, as ſhall be judged ne- 
ceſſary. And, ſurely, this would be for the 
honour of religion, and the reputation of our 
church, both at hame and abroad. 

The authors of the free and candid diſqui. 
fitions make theſe queries: 1. Are our thirty- 
nine articles of religion liable to no juſt and reaſo- 
nable exceptions, when compared with the genu- 
ine ſenſe of the word of God, as that ſenſe at 
this day appears to learned and inquiſitive men, 
who have examined the ſcriptures without biaſs, 
and are poſſeſſed of all proper qualifications to 
ſtudy them to advantage? 2. Would it be im- 
poſſible, or very difficult, to compile a ſyſtem 


of divine truths, more agreeable to ſcripture, 


and leſs burthenſom to the conſcience of ſincere 


enquirers? 3. And has it not long been, and is 
B 2 ſtill 


640 


ſtill judged, by ſome of our wiſeſt governors in the 


Church, that the preſent times require a diffe- 
rent ſet of articles, and better adapted to preſent 


exigencies 1 ?˙˙.— To the firſt and laſt queries, I 


apprehend, it may with great truth be anſwered 
in the affirmative: and to the other in the nega- 
tive. But then I beg leave to differ from them, 
in what they ſeem to give a hint of; I mean, 
< the requiring of no teſts of this kind whatever; 
for the few reaſons before urged, and many 
more that might be inſiſted on. 

That I may proceed in a regular method, this 
better to execute my preſent de ſign, it will be 
proper to obſerve, that the articles of religion 
were paſſed in the convocation of 1552. Dr. 
Heylin tells us, that archbiſhop Cranmer, with 
the aſſiſtance of other learned men, prepared them 
for the Convocation. That being preſented ta 
the conſideration of the reft of the clergy, they 
devolved their power on fome grand committee, 
ſufficiently authorized, to debate, conclude, and 
publiſh, what they had concluded in the name 
of the reſt. That the debating and concluding 
of the articles, was the work only of ſome bi- 
ſhops, and certain other learned men, ſufficiently 
impowered for that purpoſe ; which being ſo 
concluded and agreed upon, may warrantably 
be affirmed to be acts and products of that con- 
vocation, confirmed ang publiſhed for ſuch, by 
the N s authority *. 


But 


4 Diſquiſ. p. 164. | 
* Heylin's Hiſtory of the Reformation, p. 108, 121. 
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(3) | 
/ But archbiſhop Mate informs us, ©* that a late 
very diligent writer, (Strype) will help us to a 
more exact account of it. In 1331, the king 

and privy council ordered the archbiſhop (Cran- 
mer) to frame a book of articles of religion, for 
preſerving and maintaining peace and unity of 
doctrine in the church, to be ſet forth by public 
authority. He drew them, and committed them 
to certain biſhops, to be inſpected and approved 
of by them. By a letter of council, dated 2d 
of May, 1552, the archbiſhop was commanded to 
ſend them the articles, delivered the laſt year to 
the biſhops, and to ſignify whether the ſame 
were ſet forth by any public authority, accord- 
ing to the minutes. The articles were accord- 


3 ingly ſent by the archbiſhop ; and ſoon returned 
him ; when being put into a better order, 


and titles added to each of the articles, and a 


ſupply made of what was thought defective. 


they were on the 19th of September remitted by 
the archbiſhop, to Sir William Cecil, and Sir 
Thomas Cheek, for their inſpection and advice 
upon them. They agreed that the archbiſhop 
ſhould offer them to the king, which he not 
long after did. They were then communicated 
to ſome other divines by the king's order, about 


the beginning of O#ober ; and upon the 2oth 


of November were ſent back again by the coun- 
cil to the archbiſhop ; who made his laſt re- 
marks upon them, and in three days returned them 

to 


* Wake's ſtate of the church, p. . Strype's life of 
Cranmer, book 32. Cap. 27. * oa 


(6) 
to the council; beſeeching them to prevail with 
the king, to give authority to the biſhops, to 
cauſe their reſpective clergy to ſubſcribe the 
fame. On the 2d of March following, ' the 
convocation met, and then this book of articles 
was finally laid before it. How the convocation 
proceeded in the diſcuſſion and examination of 
them I cannot tell, but they all ſubſcribed them.“ 

« Theſe articles thus paſſed in convocation, 
were ſoon ſet forth by the king's authority. 
The convocation roſe April 1, 1553, and the 
printed copy which was publiſhed, with the ca- 
rechiſm by the royal command, was dated May 
20, from all which it is plain, that theſe articles 
were not compiled by any grand committee, 


impowered by the convocation, either before or 


after, as Dr. Heylin ſuppoſed ; but being pre- 
pared, by the authority of the king and coun- 
cit, were agreed to in convocation ; and there 
ſubſcribed by both houſes; and fo preſently 
promulged by the king's authority, according to 
-Jaw |1.** Tho? both houſes of convocation ſub- 
ſcribed to the articles, and it would be very 
ſtrange indeed, if theywho made them ſhould not 
ſubſcribe to them, yet no ſubſcription was 
then required, from the reſt of the clergy. 

The firſt convocation that met after queen 
Eliz. came to the crown, was in 1562, when 
the articles of the church and the catechiſm were 
reviewed; and ſeveral canons relating to diſci- 
line framed. Heylin tells us, it was thought 

| 22 1112 ex- 

Male's ſtate of the church, page 599, 600. 
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(7) ” 
expedient, that the book of articles, agreed up- 
on in convocation, anno 1552, ſhould be reviſed 
and accommodated to the uſe. of the church *.” 
It is obſervable, that the thirty-nine articles were 
then reviſed, within the ſpace of ten years. 

« Theſe articles, thus agreed to, and ſub- 
cribed by the. biſhops and clergy in 1562, 
were again ſubſcribed in convocation, in 1571, 
when the archbiſhop, gave expreſs command, 
that all ſuch of the lower-houſe of convocatids, 
who had not formerly ſubſcribed unto the articles 
of religion, agreed on in 1562, ſhould ſubſcribe 
them now, or upon their abſolute refuſal be 
expelled the houſe. Upon this, the articles 
being publickly read, were univerſally approved, 


and perſonally ſubſcribed to, by every member 
of both bouſes ; but ſuch ſubſcription did not 


extend to the reſt of the clergy, till ther 3thof Eliz. 
But I would here obſerve, that the printed 
articles were but thirty-eight before 1571 3 and 
never had any numerical figures joined to them 
till that year. After 1571, the printed articles 


were thirty- nine in number, but never called the 
thirty- nine articles in the title page. The name 


f Fate's ſtate of the church, p. 604. 


thirty-nine articles did by degrees become the 
vulgar name of the articles, when cited in books 
or converſation. The articles were firſt made in 
1552, reviſed in 1562, and in 1571 there were 


2 ſeveral alterations made in them by the con- 
2 vocation ; and there is greater reaſon now 


* 


than 


* Ib. p. 600. Haylin's hiſt. reformat. p. 330, 331. 


- — | 


thin ever, for their being again reviſed, altered and 
amended ; as will be very apparent to every one 
who reads and ſeriouſly conſiders what 18 repre- 
ſented in this eſlay. ; 

By the 1 3th 5 Eliz. reciting, 7 bat the 
churches of the queen's majeſty*s dominions may be © 
ſerved with paſtors of ſound religion, it is enatted, A 
that every perſon, under the degree of a biſhop, 
which doth or ſhall pretend to be a prieft or mini- 
fter of God's holy word and ſacraments, — before 
the feaſt of the nativity of Chriſt, then next fol. 
lowing, Hall in the preſence of the biſhop or guar- 
dian of the ſpiritualities of ſome one dioceſe, where 
be hath, or r ſhall have, ecclefraſtical living, declare 
bis 12 55 and e to all the articles of 27 7 on, 
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nur CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND. THE DOCTRINE 

or THE SACRAMENTS, comprized in a book in- 
printed, entitled, Articles, whereupon it was 
agreed by the archbiſhops and biſhops of both 
. provinces, and the whole clergy in the convoca- 
tion holden at London, in the year 1562, ac- 
. cording to the computation of the church of 
England, for the avoiding of the diverſities of 7 
opinions, and for the eſtabliſhing of conſent, | 
touching true religion, put forth by the queen's 1 
authority.] and. ſhall bring from ſuch biſhop or 
guardian of ſpiritualities, in writing under hi. 
ſeal authentic, a teſtimonial of ſuch Men and 
ſubſcription, and openly on ſome Sunday in be 
time of ſome public ſervice, afternoon, in every 


church «here by reaſen of any ecclęſtaſtical living 
be 


(9). 
10 ought 0 attend, read both the ſaid teſtimonial, 
and the ſaid articles, upon pain, that every ſuch 
perſon, which ſhall not before the ſaid feaſt do as 
is above appointed, ſhall be ipſo facto deprived, 
and all bis ecclefiaſtical promotions ſhall be void.“ 
It ſeems very clear and plain, from the wording 
of this act, that our firſt reformers, tho? they 
thought it fit and expedient to eſtabliſh certain 
articles of religion, as the ſtandard of the doc. 
trine and principles profeſſed and believed by 
our church; yet their great moderation and 
Chriſtian charity was ſuch, as to require from 
the clergy onLy a ſubſcription to all the articles 
of religion, which onLy concern the confeſſion of 
the true Chriſtian faith, and the doctrine of the 
ſacraments. The reader will obſerve, when and 
in what manner theſe articles were firſt prepared; 
and that the motives inducing thereto, * were for 
the avoiding of the diverſities of opinions, and for 
the eftabliſhing of conſent touching true religion.“ 
But how far this has proved ſucceſsful, to anſwer 
the original end and intention of firſt eſtabliſhing 
theſe articles, and requiring ſubſcription to them, 
will more clearly appear, by repreſenting the 
different ſentiments of many eminent divines of 
our church, on the deſign, and meaning of the 
articles, and the nature of ſubſcribing to them; 
- and” by making a few modeſt and ſerious reflec- 
tions on what they have obſerved on the occa- 
ſion. 

The fundamental article upon which the 
- Wholereformation, ſays Burnet, and this our church 
C depends, 


(10) 
depends, is this, that the whole do@rines of the 
Chriſtian religion are contained in the ſcripture 
and that therefore we are to admit no article as a 
part of it, till proved from ſcripture. —There 
was in king Henry the eighth's time, a large 
book entitled, The neceſſary erudition, ſet forth 
to inſtruct the nation. Many of the errors of 
popery were laid open and condemned in it, 
but none were obliged to aſſent to, or ſubſcribe 
it. After that, the worſhip was reformed, as 
being what preſſed moſt ; and in that, a foun- 
dation was laid for the articles, that came quickly 
after it. How or by whom they were prepared, 
we do not certainly know ; by the remains of 
that time it appears, that in the alterations that 
were made, there was great precaution uſed, 
ſuch as matters of that nature required; queſ- 
tions were framed relating to them, theſe were 
given about to many biſhops and divines, who 
gave in their ſeveral anſwers, that were collated 
and examined very minutely, all ſides had a free 
and fair. hearing before concluſions were made. 
In the fermentation that was working over the 
whole nation at that time, it was not poſſible, 
that a thing of that nature could have paſſed by 
the methods that are more neceſſary in regular 
times. And therefore they could not be offered 
at firſt to ſynods or convocations. The cor- 
ruptions complained of were ſo beneficial to the 
whole body of the clergy, that it is juſtly to be. 
wondered at, that. ſo great a number was pre- 
vailed with, to concur in reforming them; but 
| without 
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(11) 
without a miracle they could not have been agreed 
to by the major part : They were prepared, as 
is moſt probable, by Craumer and Ridley, and 
publiſhed by the regal authority *.** This ac- 
count, in a great meaſure, agrees with what has 
been before collected from archbiſhop Hake. 
- As to the uſe of the articles, and the impor- 
tance of the clergy's ſubſcriptions to them, 
& ſome have thought, ſays Burnet, that they 
are only articles of union and peace; that they 
are a ſtandard of doctrine not to be contradicted 
or diſputed ; that the ſons of the church are only 
bound to acquieſce ſilently to them; and that 
the ſubſcription binds only to a general compro- 
miſe upon thoſe articles, that ſo there may be 


no diſputing nor wrangling about them. By 


this means they reckon, that tho* a man ſhould 
differ in his opinion from that, which appears to 
be the clear ſenſe of any of the articles; yet he 
may with a good conſcience ſubſcribe them, if 
the article appears to him, to be of ſuch a na- 
ture, that tho? he thinks it wrong, yet it ſeems 
not to be of that conſequence, but that it may 
be borne with, and not contradicted. I ſhall 
not now examine whether it were more fit for 
leaving men to the freedom of their thoughts, 
that the ſubſcription did run no higher, it being 
in many caſes, à great hardſaip to exclude ſome 
very deſerving perſons, from the ſervice of the 
church, by requiring a ſubſcription to ſo many 
particulars, concerning lome of which they are 

| C 2 not 


* Burnef's introduction wo the thirty: nine articles, page 6. 
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e | 
not fully ſatisfied. - I am only now to YM 
what is the importance of the ſubſcriptions. re- 
quired among us, and not what might be reaſo- 
nably wiſhed that it ſhould “.“ It is great pity 
but his lordſhip had 3 into the reaſon- 
ableneſs of ſuch ſubſcriptions z but it may be 
ſafely concluded by his wiſhes, what his lord- 
ſhip's ſentiments were, 

* As to the laity, and the whole body of the 
people, ſays the biſhop, certainly to them theſe 
are only the articles of church-communion z ſo 
that every perſon who does not think that there 
is ſome propoſition in them that is erroneous 
to ſuch a high degree, that he cannot hold com- 


munion with ſuch as hold it, may and is obliged 


to continue in our communion. Here a ne- 
ceſſary diſtinction is to be remembered between 
articles of faith, and articles of dofirine ; the 


one are held neceſſary to ſalvation, the other are 


only believed to be true; that is, to be revealed 
in the ſcriptures, which 1s a ſufficient ground 
for eſteeming them true. Articles of faith are 
doctrines that are ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, that 
without believing them, there is not a fœderal 
rite to the covenant of grace. Theſe are not 
many, and in the eſtabliſhment of any doctrine 
for ſuch, it is neceſſary both to prove it from 
ſcripture, and to prove its being neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, as a mean ſettled by the covenant of 
grace in order to it. Our church, tho? ſhe drew 
up a large form of doctrine, yet to all her lay- 

ſons» 


® Tbid. page 7. 
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(613) 


ſons, this is only a ſtandard of what ſhe teaches, 


and they are no more to them, than articles of 
communion. The citations that are brought 
from thoſe two great primates Laud and Brambal, 
go no further than this. They do not ſeem to 
relate to the clergy that ſubſcribe them, but to 
the laity and body of the people *.”? 

But I apprehend the biſhop miſtakes the 
meaning of both theſe archbiſhops, who in the 
places referred to meant the clergy, and not the 
laity, as ſhall preſently be made very apparent. 

<« I come next, (ſays the biſhop) to conſider 
what the clergy is bound to by their ſubſcrip- 
tions. The meaning of every ſubſcription is 
to be taken from the deſign of the impoſer, and 
from the words of the ſubſcription itſelf, The 
title of the articles bears, that they were agreed 
upon in convocation, for the avoiding of diver- 
fities of opinions, and for the eſtabliſhing conſent 
touching true religion. Where it is evident, 
that a conſent in opinion is deſigned. If we in 
the next place, conſider the declaration that the 


church has made in the canons, we ſhall find, 


that tho? by the fifth canon, which relates to the 


| whole body of the people, ſuch are only de- 


clared to be excommunicated ipſo facto, who 
ſhall affirm any of the articles to be erroneous, 
or ſuch as he may not with a good conſcience 
ſubſcribe to ; yet the thirty-ſixth canon is expreſs 
for the clergy, requiring them to ſubſcribe willing- 
ly and ex animo ; and acknowled ge all and every 

| articls 

® Tbid. page 9. 


* 


(14) | 
article to be agreeable to the word of God. Upon 
which canon it is that the form of ſubſcription 
runs in theſe words, which ſeem expreſsly to 
declare a man's own opinion, and not a bare 
conſent to an article of peace, or an engagement 
to ſilence and ſubmiſſion, The ſtatute of 13 of 
Eliz. cap. 12. which gives the legal authority to 
our requiring ſubſcriptions, in order to a man's be- 
ing capable of a benefice, requires that every cler- 


gyman ſhould read the articles in the church, with 


a declaration of his unfeigned aſſent to them. 
[9. if not only to articles of faith, and the ſacra- 
ments. ] - Theſe things make it appear very 
plain, that the ſubſcriptions of the clergy mult 
be conſidered as a declaration of their own opi- 
nion, and not as a bare obligation to ſilence. 
There aroſe in king James the iſt's reign, great 
and warm diſputes concerning the decrees of 
God, and thoſe other points that were ſettled in 
Holland by the ſynod of Dort again the Remon- 
ſtrauts. Divines of both ſides among us appealed 
to the articles, and pretended they were favour- 
able to them. For tho? the firſt appearance of 
them ſeems to favour the doctrine of abſolute 
decrees, and the irreſiſtibility of grace; yet 
there are many expreſſions that have another face, 
and ſo thoſe of the other perſuaſion pleaded for 
themſelves, from theſe. Upon this a royal de- 
claration was ſet forth, in which after mention is 
made of thoſe diſputes, and that the men of all ſides 
did take the articles to be for them ;, order is given 
for ſtopping theſe diſputes for the future; and for 
ſhutting 


* a : 
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( 15) 


= ſoutting them in God's promiſes, as they be gene- 
5 © rally ſet forth in the holy ſcriptures, and the ge- 
neral meaning of the articles of the c 
England, according to them ; and that no man 
© thereafter ſhall put his own ſenſe or comment to 
be the meaning of the article, but ſhould take it in 
' the literal and grammatical ſenſe. In this there 
has been ſuch a general acquieſcing, that the 


h off 


berceneſ of theſe diſputes has gone off, while 


| 


men have been left to ſubſcribe the articles ac- 
cording to their literal and. grammatical ſenſe. 
From which two things are to be inferred ; the 
one 1s, that the ſubſcription does import an aſ- 


ſent to the article, and the other is, that an ar- 
ticle being conceived in ſuch general words, that 
it can admit of different and grammatical ſenſes, 


. We ae Bos 2 ire 


even when the ſenſes given are plainly contrary one 
to another, yet both may ſubſcribe the article 


with a good conſcience, and without any equivo- 
cation, To give an inſtance of this, in which 
there is no diſpute at preſent *.” 

*The third article concerning Chriſt's deſcent 
into bell, is capable of three different ſenſes, and 


all the three are both literal and grammatical. 


The firſt is, that Chriſt deſcended locally into 
hell, and preached to the ſpirits there in perſon ; 


+ and this was the opinion of thoſe who prepared 
the article in king Edward's time. A ſecond 


ſenſe of which that article is capable, is, that by 
Bell is meant the grave, according to the origi- 
nal word in the hebrew. A third ſenſe is, 

that 


®* Ibid. page 10. 


| (6) _ 
that by hell in the greek is meant the place or 
Kae ſpirits ſeparated from their bodies, and 
to the ſeats of departed ſouls. All 
theſe three ſenſes differ very much from one 
another, and yet vhey are all ſenſes that are lite- 
ral and grammatical; ſo that in which of theſe 
ſoever a man conceives the article, he may ſub- 
ſcribe it, and be does no way prevaricate in ſo _ 
doing. If men would therefore underſtand al! 
the other articles in the ſame largeneſs, and with 
the ſame equity, there would not be that occa- 
ſion given for unjuſt cenſure that there has been. 
Where then the articles are conceived in /arge 
and general words, and have not more ſpecial 
and reſtrained terms in them, we ought to 
take that for a ſure indication, that the church 
does not intend to tie men up too ſeverely to par- 
ticular opinions, but that ſhe leaves all to ſuch a 
liberty, as is agreeable with the purity of the 
faith *.”? 

The article concerning predeſtination, is the 
chief point in difference between the Lutherans 
and the Calviniſts. And yet biſhop Burnet 
obſerves, ** that he had ſtated the arguments on 
all ſides with ſo much fairneſs, that thoſe who 
knew my own opinion in this point have owned 
to me, that they could not diſcover it, by any 

thing that I had written.——And tho? I follow 
the doctrine of the Greek church, from which 

St. Auſtin departed, yet I appeal both to St. 
Auſtin's diſciples and to the Calviniſts, whether 
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I have not ſtated both their opinions and argu. 
ments, not only with truth and candour, but 
with all poſſible advantage f. And ſurely this 
affords a very ſtrong argument to prove, of 
what little uſe the thirty-nine articles of religion 
are, to prevent a diverſity of opinion, ſince both 
Lutherans and Calviniſts may ſubſcribe the ab- 
ſtruſe and very difficult article of predeſtination, 
in their own different ſenſes, and yet both conſo- 
nant to the article, Of what ſervice then is this 
article? And 

I cannot but expreſs my wonder, how the li- 


mitation or exception in the 13th of Elix. ſhould 


ever eſcape his lordſhip's obſervation, I mean, 
as to the clergy's ſubſcribing ** to all the articles 
of religion, which oN L concern the confeſſion of 
the true Chriſtian faith, and the doctrine of the 
ſacraments.” And as theſe are the expreſs 


words of the act, what his lordſhip obſerves 


with reſpe& to the 36th canon is quite out of 
the caſe ; becauſe it was not in the power of 
king James, with his convocation, to bind the 
clergy, by any canon, contrary to the words of the 
above ſtatute, by which they are particularly ex- 
empted from ſubſcribing to more of the {aid ar- 
ticles than what only concerned the true Chriſtian 
faith, and the doctrine of the ſacraments : and before 
that act, there was no ſubſcription to the articles 
at all required, but only of the two houſes of con- 
vocation. And in that king's declaration, ſtill pre- 
fixed to the articles, are theſe words, if any 

D difference 

＋ Ibid. IntroduR. page 16. 


© 30-3 | 
difference ariſe about the external policy con- 
cerning injunions, canons, and other conſtitu- 
tions, —the clergy in their convocation is to 
order and ſettle them, having firſt obtained 
leave under our broad ſeal ſo to do, and we ap- 
proving their ſaid ordinances and conſtitutions 3 
providing, that none be made contrary to the 
laws and cuſtoms of the land.“ Therefore no 
canons can be valid, that are contrary to law. 


Al” the articles, indesd, weis de 


as a ſtandard of the doctrine of the church 
of England, but none were to be forced to 
ſubſcribe to more by the ſtatute, than what 
are implied in the above exception. The 36th 
canon then, with reſpect to ſubſcribing the articles, 
was from the firſt, and ſtill is, void and ille- 
gal, as being contrary to. the clauſe of the 13th 
of Eliz, Nor has the act of uniformity, in the 


13th and14thof Car. II. made any alteration there- 


in whatſoever, nor yet eſtabliſhed the canons. Nay, 
it does not require any perſons to ſubſcribe to 
the thirty-nine articles, but only heads of col- 
leges or halls, and lecturers ; and even ſuch are 
referred to the 13th of Eliz. as to the manner of 
their ſubſcribing. So that the biſhop ſeems to 
labour under a great miſtake as to the 36th 
canon : and if I am wrong in explaining the 
above act, ſhall be thankful and obliged to any 
perſon for convincing me wherein I have erred. 


But this will preſently be more particularly con- 
ſidered. | 
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T ſhall next produce Dr. Nichells's ſentiments 
on the occaſion, with his remarks on what bi- 
ſhop Burnet has before obſerved. “ Theſe ar- 
ticles could not, ſays the Doctor, be deſigned to 
oblige all perſons who are to ſubſcribe to them, 
that they ſhould agree in every point of theology, 
which is controverted among divines, that be_ 
ing a thing impoſſible ; for men will neceſſarily 
diſagree in many of theſe things, according to 
the different degrees of their learning, and the 
ſeveral courſes of their ſtudies ; but that they 
ſhould fo far agree, as to own their ſatisfaction 
in thoſe. points, which are expreſsly determined 
by plain words, in theſe articles. So that any 
perſon who believes the Popiſh doctrines of pur- 
gatory, tranſubſtantiation, invocation of ſaints, 
Sc. cannot ſincerely ſubſcribe to theſe articles, 
which do expreſsly condemn. thoſe doctrines ; 
and therefore were required, for avoiding diver- 
ſity of opinions, and for eſtabliſhing conſent touch- 
ing true religion, —but as for thoſe theological 
points, which do not affect the main of religion, 
which ſeldom offer themſelves to be handled in 
popular diſcourſes, and not being in theſe arti- 
cles expreſsly determined, the clergy are as much 
at liberty, to entertain different opinions from each 
other concerning them, as they were before .“ 

* But then men muſt not wiredraw the words 
in the articles to unreaſonable ſenſes, to recon- 
cile them to their opinions. I know no authen- 
tic rule, beſides the general laws of interpreta- 

D 2 tion, 


® Nicholls on article I P. 3. In the note: 


( 20 a 
tion, to govern us in this matter; unleſs that of 
king James I. be one, (tho? I believe the force of 
it not de/igned lo extend beyond his time) that no 
man thereafter ſhould put his own ſenſe or com- 
ment to be the meaning of the article, but ſhould 
rake it in the literal and grammatical ſenſe.”* 
From this biſhop Burnet infers, (as before ob- 
ſerved) that an article being conceived in ſuch 
general words, that it can admit of different 
and grammatical ſenſes, even when the ſeuſes are 
plainly contrary to each other, both ſides may ſub- 
ſeribe the article with a good conſcience, and with- 
out any equivocation, Theſe words have occa- 
fioned much controverly, and tho? his lordſhip 
may have in ſome particulars extended this rule 
too far; yet 1 cannot but own, that upon the 
main it holds true. For, It is very probable, 
(continues Dr. Nichalls) that ſome of theſe arti- 
cles were purpoſely drawn up in general terms, 
for the ſatisfaction of perſons, who had different 


ſentiments in ſome particular points, This no 


one can doubr, who reads the names of thoſe, 
who compiled, and firſt ſubſcribed to theſe arti- 
cles. Some of them learned their divinity from 
the fathers, without any relation had to the doc- 


trines of modern divines. Some went upon 
Lutber's and Melandt bon's doctrine ; others that 


had been exiles at Geneva were wedded to. Cal- 


vin's divinity. Some were for a real, tho? un- 
determinable preſence in the euchariſt ; whilſt 
others thought Chriſt's body was only there by 
W 251 or repreſentation, Now can any one ſay, that 


theſe 


C21) 

theſe ſeveral perſons held no diverfity of opinions? 
E or can any one think, that they would agree to 
2 | the paſſing theſe articles, but that they thought 
: % they were conceived in ſuch general terms, that 
© they all might ſubſcribe them with a good con- 
2 ſcience, and without equivocation ? Now take 
this either with relation to kind Edward's or 
1 queen Elizabeth's articles, we ſhall find that the 
Z drawers up of them, were in ſeveral things of 
9 very different opinions, not only before, but af- 
* their ſubſcription to the articles . 

For the truth of this J appeal, either to che 
aeg of ſeveral of thoſe divines themſelves, 
or to the collection made out of them by Moun- 

E * and Pryn, Heylin, Hickman, and biſhop 
4 Coſens, &c. So that it was the deſign of the 
1 | compilers of our articles, to oblige the ſubſcri- 
j bers only to ſome general agreement, and not to 
5 force them all to conſent to any one particularity 
ef opinion. And truly this is the judgment of 
the moſt learned and zealous defenders of our 
church. Archbiſhop Laud ſays, the church of 
England never declared, that every one of ber ar- 
© ticles are fundamentals in the faitb; for it is one 
' thing to ſay, no one of them is ſuperſtitious or er- 
* roneous, and quite another to ſay, every one of 
© them is fundamental, Laud againſt Fiſher, F. 14. 
4 * Archbiſhop Brambal declares, that if it were not 
"for this diſciplinarian bumour, which will admit of 
uo latitude in religion, but make each nicety a 
fundamental, and every private opinion an article 
of faith, which prefers particular errors before 


4 Thid, . 


= (2) . 
general truths ; I doubt not but all reformed | 
churches, would eafily be reconciled : wherefore in 
fuch points, which may be held aiverſely of diverſe 
men, I would not take any man's liberty from him, 
and humbly beſeech all men, that they would not 
take mine from me. Bramhal's fair warning. —Dr. 
Heylin * obſerves, that the articles of the pro- 
teftant church, in ihe infancy thereof, were drawn 
up in general terms, foreſeeing, that poſterity 
would grow up to fill the ſame , meaning, that 
theſe holy men did prudently diſcover, that diffe- 
rences in-judgment would unavoidably happen in 
the church, and were loth to unchurch any, and 
drive them off from an ecclefiaſtical communion 
for petty differences, which made them pen the ar- 
ticles in comprebenſive words, to take in all who, 
differing in branches, meet in the root of the 
ſame religion F. 5 

But I know not how, Liſhop "REY (ſays 
Dr. Nithols). has made his own rule leſs defen- 
fible, by a proof from the form of ſubſcription 
in the thirty-ſixth canon. I ſubſcribe willingly 
ex animo, c. cbich words ſeem to declare a man's 
own opinion, and not a bare conſent to an article 
of peace, or an engagement to filence and ſubmiſ- 
fron. I am not altogether different from his 
lordſhip's judgment in this matter, but am not 
ſo well ſatisfied with the reaſon he grounds it 
upon. For ex animo in this place, does not ſig- 
nity according to my opinion, or, as I firmly be- 
lieve; but Ay or earthy: For this form of 
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; (23) 
ſubſcription is not a form of ſubſcription to the 
1 A thirty-nine articles, but to the three articles con- 
7 = tained in that canon, which are not ſo much ar- 
? 2 ticles of opinion, as of conſent ; and the ſub- 


» Þ ſcription to them declares, not what the ſubſcri- 
ber believes, but what he readily conſents to; 
l 4 for when the ſubſcriber, by the ſecond article, 


2X promiſes, that he will uſe the book of common- 
prayer, how can he be ſaid to ſubſcribe to this, 
as his opinion? he ſubſcribes to this clauſe ex 
animo, becauſe he heartily conſents to uſe this 
book. But beſides, his lordſhip is under ſome 


little miſtake to think, that ex animo does ſig- 
d nify, according to a man's judgment, or opinion. 
# For, as far as I am able to obſerve, ex animo 
— never ſignifies ſo in the Latin tongue, unleſs 
„ joined with the words dicere, loqui, &c, But 
e when it is joined to words of willing, wiſhing, 
loving, &c. it then ſignifies readily, or heartily. - 
s o that the words willingly, and ex animo being 
joined together; ex animo muſt in this form of ſub- 


n Þ ſcription ſignify readily. This may not be im- 
ly proper to be obſerved ; for the miſunderſtanding 
Ss | of this expreſſion, in the ſubſcription form, may 


le Z occaſion ſome unreaſonable ſcruples in conſcientious 
ſ- men, and keep ſome of the beſt men from entering 
18 into holy orders +. 

* I cannot but here obſerve another error in 
1c 


practice concerning the thirty- ſixth canon, which 
requires the perſon to promiſe, that he will uſe 
the book of common- prayer; but what book 
F SO of 


+ Nicholls on article I. P. 4. [Nate.] 
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(24 » 
of common prayer? The canon, no doubt, re- 
fers to the book of queen Elizabeth , but that how 
is not to be uſed, by the ſtatute of 13 and 14 
Car, II. what a prevarication mult this then be! to 
promiſe to uſe a book, which the perſon him- 
felf knows he muſt not uſe : does not this 
therefore want ſome correction? | 

Again, ſays Dr. Nicholls, © the ſubſcribers 
ought to aſſent to each article, taken in the Hte- 
ral and grammatical ſenſe. For if people were 
allowed to take words in an unuſual meaning, to 
add or diminiſh, to ſupply words to be under- 
ſtood, one might, by ſuch method, explain 
the bible into an alcoran. To take words in , 
their firſt original ſignification, .which by length | 
of time they have much varied from, may carry 
them off to a ſenſe very different from what they © 
were intended. Therefore the expreſſions. muſt 
be taken in the plain common ſenſe they are 
generally uſed in, or were, at the time of mating 
amy law . In which of theſe ſenſes muſt it be? 

3. But then, as biſhop Burnet obſerves, 
there may ſeveral grammatical ſenſes ſometimes 
very fairly be put upon the ſame expreſſions. 
His lordſhip inſtances in the third article of 
Chriſt's deſcent, into hell; which perſons may © 


ſubſcribe to, who by hell either underſtand the 5 
place of torments, the grave, or ſtate of ſeparate 
fouls. This is ſo clear a caſe, that I cannot ima- 


gine, why any one ſhould find fault with his 
lordſhip on this account *. 
Tod” For 
Ib. p. 4. [Note.] * Ibid. 


(25) 
For rightly underſtanding the ſenſe of an 
article, beſides governing ourſelves by the gram- 


matical ſenſe of the words, the ſenſe of the com- 
= pilers of them is to be highly regarded; a law 
being to be interpreted according to the mind of 
= the legiſlature. And where their minds in any 


article ſeem to be various, ſuch are to be un- 
derſtood only as articles of peace or communion, 
and divines of . different judgments may conſcien- 
tionſly ſubſcribe to them.” But who ſhall be judge 


I'S 
1 
= of theſe? 
22 
4 + 


- * Another good rule is, that if any part of a 


3 law ſeems contrary to another, that part ſhall 
prevail, which ſhall be moſt conducing to piety, 


or the common good, Thus the former part of 
the 1yth article ſeems repugnant to the latter. 
The firſt part very much countenances a particu- 


4 lar predeſtination, or God's determination of 
cvery man's final doom from all eternity: the 
* latter part aſſerts the predeſtination as delivered 
n the ſcripture, which denotes only a call to the 
2 goſpel, and that ſenſe conducing more to the 


honour of God, to the advancement of piety, 


and the quiet of mens conſciences, ought to be 
retained.“ 


Another is, that the obligation * in 


that which is laſt ſaid. Thus, tho' the former 
part of the 17th article did countenance the rigid 
4 predeſtinarian doctrine, as pretended, yet the latter 
part, we muſt receive God's promiſes in ſuch wiſe, 
as they be generally ſet forth to us in haly ferip- 
ture, muſt direct our judgment; ſo that! am 
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( 26) 
not obliged to own any manner of predeſtination, 
decree, or purpoſe, but what is ſet forth in holy 
ſc ipture ]. — Thus far Dr. Nicholls. And here 
I ſhall only obſerve, that if all articles enjoined 
to be ſubſcribed, were plain, clear; and agreeable to 
ſcripture, there would be no occafion for ſuch 
rules to underſtand them, or any room to puzzle 
and diſturb the conſciences of pus good men. 
I will next conſider, what Dr. Bennet offers 
on the occaſion, ** After queen Elizabeth aſ- 
ſcended the throne, tho' no ſubſcription ap- 
pears to have been made to king Edward's arti- 
cles, yet a declaration of certain articles of doc- 
trine was printed, which all parſons, vicars, and 
curates were enjoined to read at their entry upon 
their cures. Afterwards the articles of 1562, 
were agreed on and publiſhed ; tho* there was at 
preſent no law or canon that expreſsly required 
ſubſcription to them. have reaſon to think 
that in the year 1564, the London clergy were 
required by the high commiſſioners to ſubſcribe 
the articles of 1562; but I do not find any /ſuf- 
ficient ground to believe, that ſubſcription to the 
articles of 1562, was required of all the clergy in 
general, before the 13th Eliz. c. 12. enjoined it 
in 1371. | 
When that ſtatute was enacted, doubtleſs 
the articles were ſubſcribed.— In 1559, the 
clergy were required to ſubſcribe the articles 
twice, once as comprized in the 3d of Arch- 
biſhop I biigift's articles, and once more to a 
printed 


1 Nicholls ibidem. 
+ Bennet's eſſay on 39 articles, p. 371. 1715+ 
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printed copy. To prevent this, the conyoca- 
tion in 1602, enjoins by canon 36, that who- 


ever ſubſcribes to the three articles there recited, 
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contained in them *. 


this eſſay. 


(which are almoſt word for word the ſame with 


 Whitgift's, the 3d including the 39 articles of 


religion) ſhall ſubſcribe in theſe words: I A. B. 
do willingly, and ex animo ſubſcribe to theſe three 
articles above mentioned, and to all things that are 
The reader will conſider 
my remarks, on the validity of this canon, in 

« But it has been queſtioned, ſays the Doctor, 
+ both formerly and lately, whether the ſtatute of 
the 13th of Ez. obliges us to ſubſcribe all the 


+ thirty-nine articles, or only part of them. The 


act, reciting, that the churches of ihe queen's 


majeſty's dominions may be ſerved with paſtors of 
ſound religion, enacts, that every perſon under 


© l . > 8 
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the degree of a biſhop, which ſhall pretend to be 
a prieſt, or miniſter of God's Holy word and ſa- 
craments, before the feaſt of the nativity of 
Chriſt next following, ſhall, in tbe preſence of 
the biſhop or guardian of the ſpiritualities of ſome 
one dioceſe, declare his aſſent, aud ſubſcribe to all 
the articles of religion, WHICH ONLY CONCERN 
THE CONFESSION OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE SACRA=- 
MENTS, comprized in a book imprinted, entitled 
Articles, Sc.“ I was willing to repeat theſe 
words of the act, from Dr. Bennet, for the rea- 

E der's 


® Bennet's eſſa 7, to 400. 
11 Y, FE 397, to 4 
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der's greater ſatisfaction, and that he may have 1 


it conſtantly in remembrance. But, 
Before I recite more from Dr. Bennet, I muſt 
beg leave to make ſome obſervations on the diſ- 


putes that have been, whether by this ſtatute, a 


ſubſcription is required to all the articles, or 
8OLELY to thoſe, which owl concern the con- 
feſſion of the true Chriſtian faith, and the doctrine 
of the ſacraments. The Doctor is of an opinion, 
that the act requires ſubſcription to all: I am 
ſorry to differ from ſo learned a man, but his 
reaſoning to me ſeems very forced and con- 
ſtrained 3 and if the words which only concern, 
&c. are not to be conſidered as an exception, 
reſt riction, or limitation, to the foregoing words, 


64 «> „ 


to all the articles of religion, to what end were 


they mentioned at all, in the act? for without 
the words, which only concern the confeſſion of the 
true Chriſtian faith, and the doctrine of the ſacra- 
ments, there 1s no doubt to be made, but that 
all the articles would have been required to be 
ſubſcribed. But, ſurely, by thoſe words being 
added, it was intended as a ſalvo, or an exception, 


from the general injunction; or elſe they were 


quite needleſs: and whoever fairly conſiders this, 
will, I believe, be of the ſame mind with me. 

Dr. Bennet produces what the great Sel- 
den, in his ztable-talk, ſays concerning the ar- 
ticles, in order to confute him; but, ſurely, the 
arguments he makes uſe off from Lord Coke, for 
that purpoſe, mult very incautiouſly come from 


-ſo 
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K | 
ſo ingenious a perſon. The words of Selden are, 


* there is à ſecret concerning the articles; of late 
; F miniſters have ſubſcribed to all of them; but by the 
att of . parliament that confirmed them, they ought 
only to ſubſcribe to thoſe articles which contain 
matters of faith, and the dofirine of the ſacra- 
ments, as appears by the firſ® ſubſcriptions. But 


-biſhop Bancroft (in the convocation held in king 


* -Fames's days) he began it, that miniſters ſhould 
> ſubſcribe to three things; to the king's ſupre- 
macy; to the common - prayer; and to the 

thirty-nine articles; but many of them do not 


contain matter of faith. Ts it matter of faith 
how the church ſhould be governed? whether in- 


Fauts ſhould be baptized ? whether we have any 
pPeroperty in aur goods? —I am apt to think, 
that the editor of Selden miſtook Bancroft's arti- 


cles for Vhilgift's, which might eaſily happen, 
as both were archbiſhops of Canterbury. 
« | As to the interpretation of the x3th of 


; ; Eliæ. in the foregoing paſſage, I oppoſe to it, 


lays Bennet, the opinion of all the judges of 
England. My lord Coke has theſe words : J 
beard Wray, chief juſtice in the king's bench, 


Paſch. 23 Eliz. report, that where one Smith 
4 ſubſcribed to the ſaid thirty: nine articles of re- 


ligion, with this addition, (ſo far forth as the 
ſame were agreeable to the word of God) it was 


1 reſolved by bim, and all the judges of England, 
bat this ſubſcription was not according to the 


ſtatute 
Table: talk title articles, page 3, 4. 
| Bennet's eſſay, page 410. 


1 Ibidem, page 409. Inſtit. 4: c. page 324. 
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{i fatute of 13 Eliz. becauſe the ſtatute required-an 

11. abſolute ſubſcription, and this ſubſcription made it 
conditional; and that this af# was made for 
avoiding diverſity of opinions, &c. and by this © 
addition, the party might by. his own private 
opinion, take ſome of. them to be. againſt the word 
of God, and by this means diverſity of opinions © 
ſhould not be avoided, which was the ſcope of the © 
ſtatute, and the very att itſelf, made touching 
ſubſcription hereby of none effect.“ And has it 
been of any effect, to prevent diverſities of opi- 
nion, tho? a general ſubſcription, contrary to the 
meaning of the act, has taken place? 

As to this opinion, it ſhould be noted, that 
the nature of this ſubſcription of Smith, was 
widely different, from what Selden obſerved ; 
that the ſtatute did not require a ſubſcription 70 
all the articles, ſo that this cafe is not to the 
point. 

The queſtion before the judges in Smith's 
caſe was, whether he, in ſubſcribing the thirty- 
nine articles with the limitation mentioned, did 
ſubſcribe according to the 1 3th of Ez. and they 
undoubtedly gave a very right judgment in de- 
termining, that he did not ſo ſubſcribe. But 
then this judgment of the judges no way can- 
cerns the caſe, whether the ſtatute requires a 
ſubſcription to all the articles; or to thoſe only 
< which concern the profeſſion of the true Chriſtian 
faith, and the doctrine of the ſacraments ," nei- _ 
ther of which points was before the judges, in 
the caſe of Smith 5 who had ſubſcribed with this 
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addition, (ſo far forth as the ſame was agreeable 


to the word of God) which moſt certainly was 


4 2 not a ſubſcription according to the act of the 
4 1 4 of Eliz. the clauſe of which is, „ that 


every prieſt or miniſter ſhall declare his. aſſent, 


4 and ſubſcribe to all the articles of religion, which 


* ONLY concern the confeſſion of the true Chriſtian 
| ah, and the dofirine of the ſacraments, com- 
2 prized in a- printed book, entitled, articles, 
Sc.“ whereby the ſtatute plainly requires ſub- 
q ſcription, oNLy to thoſe articles, which concern 
the two heads above mentioned, and excludes 
all other articles, particularly thoſe concerning 
- diſcipline and ceremonies, which were matters 
4 of great conteſt, during queen Elizabeth's 
| d. reign. 
Dr. Heylin gives us this account of putting in 
execution the 13th of Eli. * It had been 
ordered by the biſhops in their convocation, 1571, 
* that all the clergy then aſſembled ſhould ſubſcribe 
the articles. And it was ordered by the unani- 
mous conſent of the biſhops and clergy, that 
none ſhould be admitted from thenceforth into 
i holy orders, till he had firſt ſubſcribed the ſame ; 
and ſolemnly obliged himſelf to defend the things 
: therein contained, as conſonant in all points to the 
word of God +. But by the firſt branch of the 


3 act of parliament, ſubſcription ſeemed to be no 


= otherwiſe required, than to ſuch articles alone, 
4 contained the confeſſion of the true Chriſtian 
faith, 


* Heylin's hiſtory of the preſbytery, page 267: 


F 1 Can, of 1871. 
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faith; and doctrine of the holy ſacraments, Where- 
by all articles relating to the book of the homilies, 
the form of conſecrating archbiſhops and biſhops, 
the church's power for impoſing.new rites and 

5 ceremonies, and retaining thoſe already made, 
ſeemed to be purpoſely omitted, as not within the 
; compaſs of the ſaid ſubſcription? And in the 
year 1583, fifteen miniſters were allowed to 
fubſcribe in this form to the articles, 4* we do con- 
fent wholly to the book of articles, agreed upon 
by the archbiſhops and biſhops; for ſo much as © 
cConcerneth faith and the ſacraments *,** For 
archbiſhop I bitgift had drawn up ſeveral arti- 

cles for the regulation of the clergy |, among 

which, one was a form of ſubſcription to the queen's 

ſupremacy, to the uſe of the book of common» 7 

prayer, and to all the articles without diſtinction. 

This form of ſubſcription was ſubſcribed by * 

Whitzift, and eight or more biſhops, and pub- 

liſhed by the queen's allowance. But from that 

time conſtant complaint was made againſt the 

biſhops for requiring a ſubſcription to all the ar- 

ticles, as not warranted by law; nay, directly 
contrary to the 13th of Elix. 
It is incredible, ſays Cambd m +, who approved 

of the ſubſcription required, * what controver- 

ſies and diſputations aroſe, what hatred and re- 

proachful ſpeeches the archbiſhop endured at tile 

hands of factious miniſters, and what troubles 
from ſome noble men on this occaſion,* But it 


Calam. defence, part II. page 111: | 3 
Serype's life of Parker, page 328. 2 
Compleat hiſt. vol. 3. page 494+ 
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was no more than what they juſtly deſerved; for 
violating the act. Mr. Beal, clerk of the queen's 
council, a moſt ingenious and learned perſon, in 
a letter to a noble lord, ſays, that the ſtatute 
of the 13th of Elizabeth did require a ſubſctip- 
tion to the articles of faith only ; and that he had 
heard it credibly reported, that it appeared by 
the records, that the limitation was thought 
meet to be inſerted (viz. onLY) by the lords in 
the higher houſe, when as the bill had paſſed 
the lower houſe in more general terms *.” This 
moſt evidently proves the deſign and uſefulneſs 
of inſerting the word only. And it is ſurprizing 
that ever any ſubſcriptions ſhould be required, 
contrary to the vety words of the ſtatute, - In 
the year 1384, the miniſters who could not 
fubſcribe, preſented a petition to the convoca- 
tion, complaining, that the biſhops required @ 
ſubſcription to all the thirty-nine articles of reli- 
gion, which was more than the att of parliament 
would warrant l. x 

This ſhort remark may be a ſuffcient an- 
ſwer to what Dr. Bennet has ſuggeſted on that 


head; but I ſhall more fully conſider it: For 1 


would here obſerve, what - 

We are further informed by Dr. Bennet, that 
in the year 1575 T, „there was a deſign on foot 
to ſtrike out ſtveral of the articles, that the clergy 
kobe not ve obliged to We them with the 


wer” 


” Stripe's life of Whinift, L 4.1. p. 395. 
Tanger apud Pierces vindication o Ade p. ioi, 160. 
Þ Bennet's eſſay, page 401. 
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ret. and had the deſign taken effect (great pity 


but it had) probably an edition would have been 


publiſhed,  cantaining only ſuch articles, as the. 
clergy would have a legally required to wks 


| ſerive, 8 


In 1603, upon king James coming to the, 


crown, about one thouſand miniſters of the 
church of England, made an humble petition 
to his majeſty de ſiring reformation of certain ce. 
remonies and abuſes. in the church; wherein 
they defire, that miniſters. be not urged to ſub- 
icribe, but according to law, to the articles of 
religion, and the ſupremacy only.“ And Rogers 
in his epiſtle dedicatory, before the edition of his 
articles, anno 1607, ſays, that tho? all the 
brethren, (that is, all thoſe miniſters of the 
church of England, who deſired a further refor- 
mation) do, and will approve of ſome of the 
articles 3 yet not one of them will ſubſcribe unto 
all, and every one of the articles. They will 
ſubſcribe unto ſuch of them, as contain the ſum 
of the Chriſtian faith, and the doctrine of the 
ſacraments. And if it be demanded, what the 
gauſes may be, why they will ſubſcribe. unto 
ſome, and not unto all; or why they will unto 
thoſe articles which concern faith and the ſacra- 
ments, but will not ſubſcribe unto the reſt? one 
reaſon is, that in their opinion, there is no law 
to compel them to ſubſcribe unto them all. 
For, ſay they, we have always been ready to 
ſubſcribe to the articles of religion, concerning the 
doctrine of faith, and 7 the ſacraments ; which 
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is all that is required by law.” From all which 
it is very evident, that by Vbiigift's arbitrary, 
illegal, and unchriſtian conduct, in demanding . 
from his clergy a ſubſcription contrary to the 
act of parliament, it laid the foundation of a moſt 
tyrannical power over the minds and confciences 
of men, and opened the door to a ſchiſm in the 
church, that we have all reaſon to believe, 
would not otherwiſe have appeared. 

Mr. Collier alſo obſerves ||, that “by the re- 
ſtriction in the word oN, all articles relating 
to the homilies, the ordinal, the church's power 
in impoſing rites and ceremonies, and her au- 


thority in controverſies of faith, ſeem omitted on 


purpoſe, as :” it had not been the degn of the 
ftatute to bring theſe articles within the ſubſcrip- 
tion.“ Nay, ſuppoſing this to he the intention 
of the legiſlature, they could not well have ex- 
preſſed it otherwiſe than they have. 

All this plainly proves, that the 13th of Elix. 
has been interpreted by many judicious perſons, 
in the ſame manner as I have conſidered it. 
And for my own part, I ſeriouſly declare, that 
I cannot conceive how it can be otherwiſe 
explained, conſiſtent with the words of this 
ſtatute, 

In the year 1675, 7 2 and Stillingfleet, 
by order of the biſhops, met with ſome of the 
chief of the nonconformiſt miniſters, about a 
comprehenſion +. When the form of an act of 

F 2 ; Par- 

Collier's eccleſ. hiſt. vol. 2. p. 530. 

T Baxter's life, part III. page 156, 1 58. 
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parliament was agreed to, and entitled, an a# 
for the healing and concord of his majeſty's ſub- 
jetts in matters of religion. The firſt clauſe of 
which was, that no other oath, ſubſcription, 
declaration, covenant or promiſe, ſhall hence- 
forth be neceſſary to, or required of / any prieſts 
or deacons for their ordination, inſtitution, in- 


duction, licence to preach and perform their, 


office, nor of ſtudents in the univerſities, nor 
ſchool-maſters, beſides the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy, and the promiſes at ordination 
of miniſterial fidelity, in the form of ordination, 
and ſubſcribing to the doctrine and ſacraments of 
the church of England, according to the ſtatute 
of 13 Eliz. in theſe words, „I A. B. do un- 
feignedly aſſent to the doctrine of faith, and ſa» 


craments of the church of England, as they are 
expreſſed in the articles of the church. | Theſe; 


words, made uſe of here long after the ſtatute of 
Eliz. on account of the many complaints made 
by the non-conformiſts againſt the biſhop's re- 
quiring ſubſcription, without regard to the diſ- 
tinction of articles made in that ſtatute, muſt 
therefore be certainly done, with a view to ex- 
preſs the meaning of that ſtatute, and by which 
they plainly put the ſame ſenſe on them which I 
have here done. 

Indeed, the 13th of Elizabeth doth not diſ- 
tinguiſh the articles of faith, and thoſe which 
contain the doctrine of the ſacraments, from the 
reſt; but the late biſnop Gibſon in his Codex 
{ts down theſe following articles, as articles of 

faith 


n 


(37) 3 
faith and doctrine F, viz. articles, 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 
9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17.18. 22, and 
the articles || 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 31. as arti- 
cles relating to the ſacraments. So that accord- 
ing to his lordſhip's diviſion, the 13th of Eliz. 
did not require ſubſcription to ſixteen of the ar- 
ticles, namely, to 6. 7. 8. 19. 20. 21, 23. 24+ 
32. 33. 34. 35. 36. 37. 38. 39. But with ſub- 
miſſion ta the judgment of ſo learned a divine, 
L apprehend the 6th, 7th, and 8th are articles 
both of faith and doctrine, and which therefore 
were certainly intended to be ſubſcribed by that 
ſtatute. | 
Thus I have endeavoured to put a moſt ma- 
terial point, in a very clear light, and which 
ſeems very ſurprizing, that it ſhould not have 
been before taken notice of ; conſidering what 
great ſtir has been made about ſubſcribing to the 
articles. And this reflection affords another 
ſtrong argument, for giving relief with reſpect 
to ſubſcription, at leaſt according to the origt- 
nal intention of our firſt reformers. In tempo- 
ral concerns nothing is more common than to rec- 
tify and amend the miſtakes of former acts of par- 
liament; and ſurely there is much greater reaſon 
for it in things of a religious nature. And me- 
thinks if there had been a doubt, as to the mean- 
ing of the words in the act, tho” I think they 


are very clear, the moſt Chriſtian and reaſonable 


method would have been, to explain them the 
. * ds 
I Codex page 392. 


| Ibidem page 430. 434. 474. 480. hiſtorical and critica! 
»iRy on thirty-nine articles, page 179. 
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moſt in favour of ſcrupulous conſciences; and 
not to interpret them directly N to che 
words and letter of the ſtatute. 

But, perhaps, ſome will ſay, what doe this 
ſtatute of queen Elizabeth ſignify to us, ſince the 
act of uniformity of the 1 3th and 14th of Car. II. 
requires a ſubſcription to all the articles? I muſt 
at firſt reply to this by aſking one queſtion. Is 
the former act repealed by the latter, or not? 
If it be not repealed, then what is above produ- 
ced may be of conſiderable uſe to prove, that 
oNLY ſome of the articles are required to be 
ſubſcribed. But if it be repealed, then I believe 
it will clearly appear to every one who carefully 
reads the ſtatute of 13 and 14 Charles II. that none 
are required by that act to ſubſcribe the thirty-nine 
articles, but only heads of colleges and lecturers: . 
This, perhaps, has not been before publickly 
obſerved. Indeed Dr. Nicholls *, by a margi- 
nal note to the 6th ſection of the act, refers to 
the 13th of Eliz. c. 12. ſect. 3. but as there is 
no notice taken in the body of the act in that 
ſection, of ſubſcribing to the thirty nine articles, 
nor of the act of queen Eliz. a marginal reference, 
by Dr. Nicholls, can never ſupply that omiſſion. 

But that the 13 of Eli. is not repealed oy the 
13 and 14 of Car. II. is evident, becauſe in ſect. 
17 and 19 of that act, it is required, . that every 
governor, or head of any college or hall, and 
all lecturers, ſhall ſubſcribe unto the thirty - nine 
articles of religion, mentioned in the ſtatute 

| | | made 

* Comment on common-prayer, vide act of 14 Car. II: 


* 
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made in the 13 of the late queen Elia. But 
what is mentioned to be ſubſcribed in the 1 3th of 
Eli. I will give you in. biſhop Pear ſon's words: 
«© thus the act ſpeaks, that the churches of the 
queen majeſty's dominions may be ſerved with 
paſtors of ſound religion, be it enacted, by the 
authority of this preſent parliament, that every 
perſon, under the degree of a biſhop, ſhall de- 
clare his aſſent, and ſubſcribe to all the articles, 
which ONLY CONCERN THE CONFESSION or THE 
TRUE CHRISTSAN FAITH, AND THE DOCTRINE 
or THE SACRAMENTS, comprized in a book, 
entitled Articles, &c.“ As to the 13th of Eliz. 
it is confirmed by the gͥth of queen Anne. 

As I apprehend, that the manner of ſubſcri- 
bing now to the thirty- nine articles by any one, 
reſts ſolely on the nature of the · ſubſcription, re- 
quired by the ſtatute of 13 Eli. it is very mate- 
rial to know and conſider, what the nature of 
that ſubſcription was; and which, from what has 
been © urged, it plainly appears to be to ſuch of 
the articles, and ſuch only, as ONLY CONCERN 
THE CONFESSION OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
AND THE DOCTRINE OF THE- SACRAMENTS, com- 
prized in a book entitled, Articles, &c.'* For 
the word oxL can admit of no other ſenſe and 
meaning in this place. Indeed, 

Dr. Bennet, who ſtrenuouſly inſiſts that all 
the articles by the ſtatute of 13 Eli. is required 
to be ſubſcribed, not only argues againſt the 
very words of the act, but he ſeems to labour 


under 


-..3# Pearſon apud bib. ſcript. eccleſ. Ang. p. 361. 
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under one very great miſtake, in thinking, that 
becauſe all the thirty-nine articles of religion are 
in ſome reſpect articles of faith, therefore the le- 
giſlature then required a ſubſcription to them all, 

But where is the neceſlity of ſuppoſing them to 
be all required to be ſubſcribed, tho? we ſhould 
admit they are all articles of faith? ſince it is one 


thing to eſtabliſh certain articles of religion, 


as the ſtandard of faith, and another to re- 
quire a ſubſcription to all of them. And that 
our firſt reformers thought ſo, is evident from 
cheir not requiring for ſome years, as Dr. Bennet 
informs us, any ſubſcription at all to the articles, 


unleſs what was done in the two houſes of con- 


vocation; and when the legiſlature expreſsly, by 


the 13th of Eliz. did require a ſubſcription, they 


deſcribe in that act, ſuch of them as were onLy | 


or ALONE to be ſubſcribed. And, in truth, no ; 
one is legally obliged to any other ſubſcription * 


at this time. For the ſubſcription demanded 


both by Mbitgift and Bancroft, in the canons * 


made by king James was illegal and unwarrant- 
able, as being directly contrary to what was en- 
joined by the 13th of Eliz. and it is amazing how 
they could preſume to depart from that Chriſtian 
temper, and ſpirit of moderation, which the le- 
giſlature had expreſſed, in limiting the ſubſcrip- 


tion to ſuch articles ov, as concerned the true 


. Chriſtian faith, and the dottrine of the ſacraments. 


It may poſſibly be objected to what has been 


ſaid, that the 36th canon requires a ſubſcription 
to all the articles; to which I anſwer, that the 
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ſtatute of 13 and 14 Car. II. is ſubſequent to the 
canons, and of a ſuperior authority; and which, as 
before obſerved, requires no other ſubſcription than 
what was enjoined by the 13 of Ez. nor could 
the canons, made after the 13 Eliz. legally alter 
what was required by that ſtatute; for no con- 
vocation, by their canons, can repeal or diſpenſe 


with an act of parliament. So that the 36th 


canon is of no validity whatever, as to ſubſcri- 
bing the thirty- nine articles. And that the 13 and 
14 Car. II. doth not require ſubſcription to the 
thirty-nine articles from any one, but heads of col- 
leges, or halls, and lecturers, I not only appeal 
to the act itſelf, but to one ſince made, even 
the laſt ſeſſions of parliament, entitled, ** an act 


to explain part of an act paſſed in the 13th and 


14th of Car. II. and alſo part of an act paſſed in 
the 13th of Eliz. &c.”* where reference was had 
to this laſt ſtatute, to give relief in the manner 
therein propoſed, with regard to ſubſcribing to 
the articles, becauſe of its being omitted in the 13 
and 14 of Car. II. And therefore what I have aſ- 
ſerted, 1s an indiſputable * cannot but 
here obſerve, in what manner the 13th of Elix. 
is recited in the act paſſed laſt ſeſſions, whether 
thro' miſtake or deſign, is not for me to deter- 
mine; but by ſuch methods certain it is, that 
error and miſtake are often perpetuated from one 
generation to another. That the reader may 
better judge of this; J have placed the words 
of the 13 of Elix. and the recital Tous! it, in op- 
poſite columns. | 74 

G 13 


13 Eliz, cap. 12. 


ge it enacted, that 
every perſon under the 
degree of a biſhop, 
which doth or ſhall 
pretend to be a prieſt 
or miniſter of God's 
holy word and facra- 
ments, before the feaſt 
of rhe nativity of Chriſt 
then next following, 
ſhall in the-preſence of 
the biſhop or guardian 
of the ſpiritualities of 
fome one dioceſe, where 
he hath, or ſhall have 
eccleſiaſtical living, de- 
clare his aſſent, and 
ſubſcribe to all the arti- 
cles of religion, wien 
ONLY CONCERN” THE 
CONFESSION OF THE 
TRUE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, AND THE DOC- 
TRINES OF THE SACRA- 


MENTS, comprized in 


a printed book, enti- 
tled, Articles, &c. and 
ſhall bring from ſuch 
biſhop or guardian of 
ſpiritualities in writing, 


642) 


23 George II. 


«© Whereas by an 
act paſſed in the 13th 
of Eliz. it was amongſt 
other things enacted, 
that every perſon who 
ſhould be admitted to 
a benefice with cure, 
except that within two 
months after his induc- 
tion, he ſhould pub- 
lickly read the articles 
therein mentioned, in 
the ſame church where 
of he ſhould have cure, 
in the time of com- 
mon prayer there, with 
declaration of his un- 
feigned aſſent thereunto, 


ſhould be upon every 


ſuch default ( ipſo fatto) 
immediately deprived, 
Se. 


N. B. In the above 
recital, this clauſe, in 
the 13 of Eliz. [ſhall 
declare his aſſent, and 
ſubſcribe to all the ar- 
ticles of religion, which 
ONLY CONCERN THE 

under 


- 


(43) 
under his ſeal authen- CONFESSION OF THE 
tic, a teſtimonial of TRUE CHRISTIAN 
$UCH aſſent and ſub- FaiTH, AND THE DOC- 
ſcription, Sc. or he TRINE OF THE SACR A- 
ſhall be ipſo fafo de- MENTS] is omitted, 
prived, &c." Why, or for what rea- 
| ſon this was left our, 
I muſt leave to the 
conjecture of every in- 


telligent reader. 


And from what has been before mentioned, 
it is plain, that even a ſubſcription to all the ar- 
ticles, does not prevent a diverſity of opinion; 
but this ſhall be made yet more apparent, and 
that from the authority of Dr. Bennet him- 
ſelf, tho? he has labour'd to prove the contrary ; 
by endeavouring to maintain the opinion of 
biſhop Burnet, that the ſubſcriptions of the clergy 
muſt be conſidered as a declaration of their opinion, 
and not as a bare obligation to filence; for the 
Doctor poſitively aſſerts, © that no ſubſcription 
could be meant or allowed, but ſuch as imported 
a belief of the articles ſubſcribed g: and © unleſs 
the articles were believed by thoſe that ſubſcri- 
bed them, the ſame diverſities of opinions 
would ſtill continue; nor would there be the 
more conſent touching religion, than if thoſe ar- 
ticles had never been made :”* all this is very 
true ; but notwithſtanding all Dr. Bennet has 


urged, it will certainly appear to be matter of 
6 3 fact, 


+ Ibid. page 412, 413. 
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fact, and no leſs true, to any one who ſeriouſly 
conſiders what I have repreſented in this little 
eſſay, as it were in miniature, from divines 
of the greateſt eminency ; that no ſubſcription 
to the preſent articles has or can prevent diverſi- 
ties of opinion in matters of religion, ſince there 
is ſuch a latitude given, for every one to ſub- 
ſcribe in ſo many different ſenſes. And I would 
here obſerve the great advantage that is obtained 
by reducing to a ſmall compaſs, the different 
ſentiments of divines, thereby to compare them 
together, as 1t were, at one view, on any ſub- 
Jet, which is much eafier for the memory, 

than when they lie diſperſed in many volumes. 
But I proceed further to conſider Dr. Bennet, 
who quotes theſe words of archbiſhop Bram- 
hal |: * we do not ſuffer any man to reject the 
thirty-nine articles of the church of England at 
his pleaſure ; yet neither do we look upon them 
as eſſentials of ſaving faith, or legacies of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles ; but in a mean, as pious opi- 
nions ſettled for the preſervation of unity; nei- 
ther do we oblige any man to believe them, but 
only not to contradif them. Again, neither 
doth the church of England defire any of theſe 
queſtions, as neceſſary to be believed, either neceſ- 
ſitate medii, or neceſſitate præcepti, which is 
much leſs , but only bindeth her soxs, for peace-ſake, 
not to oppoſe them. Now, whoever reads theſe 
paſſages, ſays Bennet, cannot but perceive, that 
the archbiſhop ſpeaks of what our church re- 
quires 


! Ibid. page 431, 432. 
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quires of the laity in general, and not of the 
ſubſcription required by the 36th canon.” But this 
laſt I have fully proved to be of no validity what- 
ever. Here again the Dr. is certainly miſtaken, 
for, ſurely, the archbiſhop by sos could not 
mean the /aity but the clergy. For if biſhops 
are the fathers of the church, the clergy muſt in 
a ſpiritual ſenſe, be their ſons, and not the laity; 
which are generally diſtinguiſhed by the people, 
or laity. Theſe words of archbiſhop Brambal 
deſerve the ſerious conſideration of all our gover- 

nors in church and ſtate. 
Dr. Bennet produces the following paſſage 
of biſhop S!illing fleet T. The church of 
England makes no articles of faith, but ſuch as 
have the teſtimony and approbation of the 
whole Chriſtian world of all ages, and are ac- 
knowledged to be ſuch by Rome itſelf; and in 
other things ſhe requires ſubſcription to them, 
not as articles of faith, but as inferior truths, 
which ſhe expects ſubmiſſion to, in order to her 
peace and tranquility.*”* And to confirm this 
truth, the biſhop produces the before-cited 
words of archbiſhop Brambal, It does not now 
concern me to conſider what Dr. Bennet urges 
in the ſame place to invalidate what both arch- 
biſhop Brambal, and biſhop Stilling fleet have ad- 
vanced, 'it being ſufficient for my preſent pur- 
poſe, barely to give their ſentiments of the thir- 
ty-nine articles; and leave it to the reader to 
judge the reaſonableneſs of their argument. 
| After 


+ Ibid. 432, 433. 


646) 
After the Doctor has reaſoned againſt the two 
laſt authorities, till he ſeems to have out- rea- 
{oned himſelf, he ſays, I would by no means 
be ſo underſtood, as if I pleaded either for the 
impoſition of ſo great @ number of articles, as 
we are now obliged to ſubſcribe z or, for the 
neceſſity of requiring the acknowledgement of the 
truth of the preſent articles. Perhaps the church 
would be equally ſafe, if the number were abrid- 
ged; or if according to biſhop Stillingfleet*s 
propoſal, tho* we were required to own the 
truth of the moſt momentous doctrines, yet it 
were allowed ſufficient barely not to oppoſe or 
contradict the reft ||.” The above biſhop had 
propoſed, in order to an accommodation with 
the diſſenters, that they may be allowed to 
make an abſolute ſubſcription to all thoſe articles 
which concern the dofirine of the true Chriſtian 
faith, and the uſe of the ſacraments ;, and a ſo- 
lemn promiſe under their hand, or ſubſcription of 
peaceable ſubmiſſion, as to the reſt, ſo as not to 
oppoſe or contraditt them, either in preaching or 
writing . And can there be any good reaſon 
aſſigned, why this ſhould not be ſufficient, and 
equally ſafe for the church of England ? as it 
would alſo be, were the number of articles re- 
duced, and ſuch only retained, as ſeem moſt eſ- 
ſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, or that concern 
the difference between proteſtants and papiſts. 


A ſpecimen of which I have preſumed to annex ; 
* which 


"AY Benner s eſſay, page 4 
+ Preface to 8 of ſeparation, page 91. 
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which may ſerve as hints to ſome more 
able hand, to bring them to greater perfection. 
But, | | 


of biſhop Burnet, who remarks on the article 
concerning original ſin, ** that the whole church 
of England, has been all along of one mind, to 
the gth article, but in that, and ſome. which 


follow, there has been a greater diverſity of 


opinion; for both ſides have ſtudied to prove 
their tenets to be at leaſt not contrary to .the ar- 
ticles of the church. Theſe different parties 
have diſputed concerning the decrees of God, 
and thoſe aſſiſtances, which purſuant to his de- 
crees, are afforded to us.“ Now, if the article 
be ſo expreſſed, as that all parties can prove 
from it, the truth of their different ſentiments, 
how does this tend to prevent a diverſity of 
opinions? The ſame author alſo obſerves, that 
in the homilies *, the ſcriptures are often ap- 
plied as they were then underſtood ; not fo criti- 
cally as they have been explained ſince that time. 
But by this approbation of the two books of ho- 
milies, it is not meant that every paſſage. of 
ſcripture or argument, that is made uſe of in 
them, 1s always convincing, or that every ex- 
preſſion is ſo feverely worded, that it may not 


need a little correction or explanation; all that 
de profeſs about them, is only that they contain 
à godly and wholſome doctrine. This rather re- 
lates to the main importance and deſign of them, 

than 


* Burnet on the thirty- nine articles, page 473. 


I muſt here take notice of another obſervation : 
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than to every paſſage in them. But every one 
who ſubſcribes the articles, ought to read them, 
otherwiſe he ſubſcribes a blank, he approves 4 
book implicitly, and binds himſelf to read it, as 
he may be required, without knowing any thing 
concerning it. This approbation 1s not to carry 
in it a ſpecial aſſent to every particular in that 
whole volume; but a man muſt be perſuaded of 
the main of the doctrine that is taught in them”. 
My next authority, with reſpect to the homilies, 
ſhall be archbiſhop Laud, who thus writes. 

© Tho' we ſubſcribed generally to the doctrine 
of the homilics, as good ; yet we did not ex- 
preſs, or mean thereby to juſtify, and maintain 
every particular phraſe or ſentence contained in 
them. And the very words of the article to 
which we ſubſcribe are, that the homilies do con- 
tain a godly and a wholſome doFrine, and neceſſary 
for. thoſe times, Godly and wholſome for all 
times; but neceſſary for thoſe. when P$0- 
ple were newly weaned from the worſhip 
of images; afterwards, neither the danger, 
nor the ſcandal alike. Strong meat, as well 
ſpiritual as bodily, is good wid wholſome; but 
tho' it be ſo, yet if it had been neceſſary at all 
times, and for all men, the apaſtle would never 
have fed the Corinthians with milk, and not with: 
meat : the meat always good in itſelf, but not 
neceſſary for them which were not able to bear 
it *.” Why then ſhould they be mow ſub- 


ſcribed ? 
I 


* Hiſtory of his troubles and tryal, page 312. Bennet's 
directions for Rudy, page 154. | 


(49) 
I muſt once mort have recourſe to Dr. Ben- 
net, who aſks *, how that man, who believes, 
that the word hell in P/al. xvi. 4. and Ads ii. 
27, 31. betokens nothing hut the grave (as the 
reader may perhaps find good reaſon to do) can 
honeſtly ſubſcribe this article? To this he an- 


ſwers, that the church excludes no ſenſe of the 
word hell, except that by hell is meant the 
grave, The church freely allows us to ſubſcribe 
that hell betokens the ſtate of departed ſouls, 
It 1s true, thoſe who ſubſcribe after this manner, 
muſt underſtand the word hell in the article, in a 
fenſe very different from that in which it is uſed 


in the above texts; and perhaps in a ſenſe very 


different from what the greater part of the convo- 
cation then underſtood it. But he who ſubſcribes 
the word hell in a ſenſe which the church allows, 
| (and tho? it be different from what was firſt in- 
eended by the convocation) does very haneſtly."* 
The reader will remember, that here Dr. Bennet 


differs from both biſhop Burner, and Dr. Ni- 


cholls. And beſides, who knows in what ſenſe 
the church allows the word hell to be taken? 
But the Doctor ſays, that a man may honeſtly ſub- 
ſcribe in a ſenſe, different from the firſt compilers 
of the articles. | 
When the 6th article ale, ſays Bennet, 
that there never was any doubt in the church of 
the authority of thoſe books which we receive 
and approve as canonical z it muſt be underſtood 
in a limited ſenſe, not abſolutely, but reſpedtively. 
H . 
* Bennet's direction of ſtudying, page 51. 
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(650) 
T 1e have been doubts concerning ſome of 
them, but ſo few, ſo ſhort, ſo ſmall, ſo incon- 
ſiderable, that comparatively, they are none at 
all“. But who is to limit, or judge of ches 
limited ſenſe ? 


On the ꝗth article, of Sie fon, the Doctor 


aſks this queſtion ||, ** But do infants alſo, becauſe 


they are infected with original ſin, deſerve God's 
wrath and damnation, tho* they die in their in- 
fancy ? for the article ſays, that original ſin de- 
ſerves God's wrath and damnation in every per- 
ſon. born into the world. I anſwer, that theſe 
words, as full and comprehenſive as they ſeem 


to be, do "notwithſtanding fairly admit, if not 


neceſſarily require, a limitation. He who be- 
lieves both thoſe that do, aud thoſe that do not, 
die in their infancy, may ſubſcribe what the church 
affirms, tho' he believes mere than the church 
teaches. To what end then is a ſubſcription to 
the articles, or how is a diverſity of opinions 
thereby. prevented, if we may believe . 
from the church ? 

Under the 11th article, the above author - 
ſerves , that our church's intention and doc- 


trine about juſtification by faith, are abundantly 


manifeſt, tho* they are «unhappily worded. And 
the truth is, St. Paul having ſpoken ſo much of 


Juſtification by faith, in a ſenſe which the compi- 
lers of our articles and homilies do not ſeem tho- 


roughly to have underſtood, occaſioned them in 


9 Tbidem page 61. IIb. page 73, 75: 
+ Ib. * 83. £ 0 


(51) 
oppoſition to a moſt notorious falſhood, and 
molt. pernicious doctrine of the papiſts, to ex- 
preſs the real truth in the apoſtle's own phraſe 
but in a ſenſe, tho* in no wiſe contrary to, yet 
ſomewhat different from, what he, (as later wri- 
ters have evidently ſhewn) did moſt certainly in- 
tend thereby. Should not this then be ex- 
preſſed in words agreeable to the true meaning 
of the apoſtle? or if the compilers of our articles 
and homilies, did not underſtand what they 
were about z ought not both the one and the 
other to be altered, and expreſſed agreeable to 
reaſon, truth and ſcripture? for God's ſake, why 
is not this done? beſides, if any of the articles 
admit of different ſenſes, and that they ought 
to be ſubſcribed in the ſenſe underſtood by the 
compilers ; how ſhall we at this diſtance know 
in which ſenſe they intended us to ſubſcribe ? 
Dr. Bennet, treating of the 17th article, re- 
marks ||, that the doctrine of predeſtination has 
filled many volumes of controverſy ; and the 
Engliſh patrons of the ſeveral ſchemes or hypo- 
theſes have endeavoured to ſhew, that the 
church of England does, in this article, either 
plainly maintain, or at leaſt not contradict their 
reipective opinions. Could I think abſolute 
predeſtination true, in the ſupralapſarian, or 
ſublapſarian way, I could not ſubſcribe to the 
uſe of the liturgy. —burt I do not determine, 
whether our church does condemn abſolute predeſ- 
tination, or no, As for conditionate predeſtina- 
| H 2 tion, 
Ib. page 93, 94. 
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tion, if ſhe does not affert or favour it, yet tho 


church does not in this artiele condemn it. Nay, 
there is not one ſyllable in this article, but what 
the patrons of conditionate predeſtination moſt 
heartily approve and teach.” If this article be ſo 

expreſſed, as that the perſon ſubſcribing, may 
believe either abſolute or conditional predeſtina- 
tion, of what real uſe is the ſubſcription, ſince 
any one in either ſenſe may ſubſcribe it ? 

The ſame author obſerves under the x8th ar- 
ticle , „that tho* our church juſtly cenſures 
ſuch as preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be 
faved by the law or ſe& which he profeſſeth, ſo 
that he be diligent to frame his life according to 
that law, and the light of nature; yet ſhe doth 
by no means teach, that none ſhall be ſaved, 
unleſs they ackually believe in Chriſt,” And 
yet the literal words of the article, ſeem to fa- 
vour a very contrary interpretation. Ought not 
this therefore alſo to be altered? Again, 

* He who fubfcribes che 35th article, ſays 
Dr. Bennet, is not ſuppoſed thereby to declare 
his approbation of every particular, which is 
found in the homilies. For tho? our ſubſcription 
to the articles, ties us up to every fingle propo- 
fition of the ſaid articles; yet it is unreaſonable 
to extend a ſingle propoſition in the -3 5th article 

to an approbation of every propoſition, that may 

be found in a whole folio book, of merely hu- 
man compolnion.—and -I dare ſay, whoeves 
carefully examines the homilies, if well affected 
1 1 to 
+ Ibid. page 102. || Ibid. page 146, 149, 150, 151. 


( 53.) 
to the eſtabliſhed church, will heartily wiſh for, 
and be ready to allow this fen/e of our ſubſcrip- 
tion. The article aſſerts, that the two books of 
homilies do contain a godly and wholſome docs 
trine neceſſary for theſe times; nor is there any 
doubt, but- we-are abſolutely bound to ſubſcribe 
the truth of this propoſition, But the queſtion 
iS, in what ſenſe this propoſition is true, and 
whether that ſenſe be allowed in the ſubſcription.” 
(the Doctor then refers to a ſenſe, in which Dr. 
Burgeſs ſubſcribed) ——< I do not pretend, 
fays he, that a man may ſubſcribe the 35th arti- 
cle in a looſer ſenſe than he ſubſcribes the other 
articles, which would be knavery and prevarica- 
tion, but that the propoſition, to which we do 
thus abſolutely ſubſcribe, as fully and heartily as 
to any of the reſt, is not to be underſtood in that 
rigid ſenſe, which ſome perſons, for very ill ends, 
would faſten on it. As to our ſubſcription to 
the Homilies, in reality there is no ſuch thing re- 
quired of us. We mult ſubſcribe the article, it 
is true, but not the homilies. For if we 
were in reality required to ſubſcribe the homi- 
lies, I think, we ſhould be obliged to profeſs the 
truth of every propoſition contained in the homi- 
lies; even as by our ſubſcription to the articles, 
we profeſs our belief of every propoſition con- 
tained in them. And yet I declare to the 


world, that I do by no means conceive myſelf 


Baund to profeſs my belief of every propoſition con- 
tained in the bomilies. I utterly deny, that a 
a to the. 35th art. is a ſubſcription {o the 


Bomilies. 
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(.5t) 
homilies. For we do not ſubſcribe the homilies; 
but, that they contain a godly and wholſome doc- 
trine neceſſary for theſe times. Our ſubſcription 
does undoubtedly extend to all the doctrines 
contained in every one of thoſe homilies, which 
our ſubſcription includes ; and we muſt judge 
which are the doctrines in each homily after the 
Þ ſame manner, as we judge with reſpect to other 
if writings.” I ſubmit the ſtrength of the Doc- 
; tor's reaſoning to the reader's judgment ||. But 
| if it be not clear in what ſenſe perſons. ſubſcribe 
to the homilies, ought not this to be ſo plainly 
expreſſed, as that all may be at a certainty about 
it? or what need is there for mentioning the ho- 
milies -at all, if not intended to be ſubſcribed 
to? and who can honeſtly ſubſcribe to all that 
1s contained in them ? And now, I apprehend, 
that I have from Dr. Bennet himſelf, ſufficiently 
evinced, what a diverſity of opintons there are 
among thoſe who even ſubſcribe the articles. 

It may tend to ftrengthen and corroborate 
my argument yet more, in regard to the diffe- 
rent ſentiments of perſons, with reſpect to ſub- 
ſcriptions, to give the words of a learned writer, 
upon an occaſion, that has a near affinity to this. 
] cannot, ſays he, but obſerve, that Dr. 
Bennet has altogether as little reaſon to ſubſcribe 
the declaration of affent and conſent, as another; 
he . himſelf having, I think, departed much 
farther, - from what is generally eſteemed the 
doctrine of the church. His explication of the 
Calviniſtical articles into Arminianiſm, nay, citing 
at 
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ll See ante Laud and Burxet's opinion on the homilies, 
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( 55) 
at large Arminius himſelf, to ſhew the exact 
harmony between our church and that author, 
(Direfions for ſtudying, page 95—99.) is ſome- 
thing ſurprizipg in a gentleman that is ſo nice 
with others, in the matter of ſubſcriptions, His 
account of the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
his comment on the Athanaſfian creed, is as re- 
mote as can be, both from the vulgar and uſual 
ſenſe, and from the evident meaning of the com- 
piler. Nay, he does not ſcruple to charge the 
Latin churches with the interpolation of fliogue 
in the Nicene, and thinks it probable that they 
did the ſame in the Athanaſan creed. Directions, 
-&c. p. 66, Notwithſtanding this, Dr. Beunet 
.can without any difficulty ſubſcribe the articles, 
nay, profeſſes his opinion, that by our ſubſcrip- 
tion to the articles, we profeſs our belief of every 
. propolition contained in the ſaid articles. Vid. 
p. 150,——He is againſt the s oN being God 
of God, | begotten of the father before all worlds: 
and makes him to be nothing but the father 
- himſelf, dwelling in the man Jeſus.— ſo eaſy a 
matter is it to blame another, and to acquit 
oOurſelves. “ 
beg leave to add in the words of the ſame 
author; << let every reaſonable and ſincere per- 
ſon, eſpecially every learned man, who knows 
what was the practice of the primitive church; 
lay his hand upon his heart, and fay,——whether 
he does not think it deſirable, that in every 
- Chriſtian country, the governors of the church 
- ſhould, whenever it can be done in the ſpirit of 
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peace and meekneſs, review curefully the forms 


of human compoſition, uſed in the ſolemn worſhih 
of God, eſpecially, ſuch as are known to have 
been compoſed in the moſt dark and ignorant 
ages of the church, between the beginning of 
the fourth century, and the times of the refor- 
mation; and endeavour to bring them as near as 
poſſible to the practice of the primitive church, and 
above all, to the expre/s words and directions of 
our Saviour and his apoſtles ;, ſo as to be altogether 
wnexceptionable to all Chriſtians”? 

As the great deſign of Chriſtianity is to eſ- 
tabliſh, not an external and political form of 
godlineſs, but an inward and effectual perſua- 
ſion of the mind and conſcience z could the pro- 
teſtant world but have courage to part only wit 
things confeſſedly ſpurious ;, and in point of prac- 
tice, be content with what is ancient and unex- 
ceptionable upon all hypotheſes, (as the firſt 
reformers would certainly have done, had Greek 


learning been at that time reſtored, as the Latin 


was ;) all debates - about ſpeculative matter 
might either well be laid aſide, or, like other 
Points of learning be continued, without any in- 


| Jury to religion or charity. The peace and 


unity of the church can be ſecured but two 
ways ; either by that of charity, and allowing 
learned men a liberty of examining things, which 


is the Proteſtant and Chriſtian method; or, by 


introducing with force an univerſal ignorance, 
which is the method of popery.”? 
But 


(.57.) 


But I cannot avoid making, one more quota- 


tion from Dr. Bennet T. The church re- 
quires only the belief of the articles in general ; 
and does not reſtrain us to the belief of any one 


article or propoſition in any particular ſenſe, 


farther than we are confined and determined by 


the words themſelves. And where they allow a 


liberty, the church does the ſame When 


an article or propoſition is fairly capable of 2 w 


different ſenſes ; I would fain know, who has 
power to determine which is the church's ſenſe. 
The church determines no farther than her 
words do neceſſarily mean; and when her 


words do not abridge our liberty, can a private 


perſon, give an authentic explication of her 
words, and oblige his equals to admit the ſame ? 
if ſo, then every man has equal power to, oblige 
his equals to admit and profeſs, what he declares 


to be the church's ſenſe. And then every man 


will be obliged to as many different ſenſes, as 
there have been private perſons, bold enough to 
make ſenſes for him. But this is abſurd .. 
For my part, I think it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the church intended a liberty, and was re- 
ſolved to determine no more than ſhe thought 
neceſſary ;—and was content to leave matters of 
inferior moment undetermined. This was un- 


doubtedly the caſe in many inſtances ; particularly 


Chriſt's deſcent into hell; when the majority was 
plainly of an opinion, which 1s now generally 
exploded ; and the church ſo contrived the art:- 
] | cle 

+ Eſſay on thirty-nine articles, cap. Alt. 
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cle on purpoſe, as that it might receive different 
ſenſes. And why might ſhe not purpoſely in- 
tend the ſame latitude, in all other articles, 
where her words do fairly bear different interpre- 
tations. One ſhould incline to think from theſe 
words of Dr. Bennet, that the articles were in- 
tended to encourage, inſtead of preventing di- 
verſity of opinions in matters of religion. 

It might be eaſy to produce many more au- 
thorities to prove the various interpretations and 
different ſentiments of learned divines, with re- 
ſpe& to the articles, and the different manner of 
underſtanding and ſubſcribing to them; eſpeci- 
ally, from the late diſpute between Dr. Clarke, 
and Dr. Waterland, in regard to ſubſcriptions ; 
but as I have no intention to revive that contro- 
verſy, I will but briefly obſerve from the latter, 
the following paragraph. — Treating of the 3d 
article, One thing, ſays he, is certain, that 
our church has left this article at large, intend- 
ing @ latitude, and indulging a liberty to ſu ſcri- 
bers. And a diſtinction ſhould be made be- 
twixt ſuch articles, as being formed in general 
words, leave à latitude for private opinion; and 
ſuch as being otherwiſe formed, leave no ſuch 
latitude. It is ridiculous to pretend, that be- 
cauſe ſome articles are general or indefinite, and 
may admit of different explications, therefore 
all may *. Bur the Doctor ſhould certainly 
have ed, which thoſe general and indefinite 
articles are, which are ſpecial and determinate ; 


in 
Vaterland's caſe of Arian ſubſcript. page 36, 40. 
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in which a latitude was intended; and in which 
hberty is indulged to ſubſcribers. . For ſince 
ſome of the articles are left at large, we ought 
to have ſome Criterion, by which to judge of 
thoſe articles, or elſe we may ſurely extend this 
liberty to all propoſitions in the articles, which 
are 1n their grammatical meaning, capable of 
ſeveral ſenſes. However, Dr. Waterland agrees, 
that there is a /a/itude given for the different 
underſtanding the ſenſe of ſome of the articles; 
which is ſufficient tor my preſent purpoſe. 

I will next give you the ſentiments of a very 
fair and rational advocate for ſubſcriptions “. 
But what muſt be done, ſays my author, 
when our articles, or other public forms, are 
ambiguous ? even contrary ſenſes are found, and 
likely (we ſhall ſce) were intended, and deſigned 
in them, by the compilers of them. The concoca- 
tion that framed, and paſſed our articles, in the 
year 1562, were not all of the ſame mind, con- 
cerning the ſubjects of diverſe of the articles; 
in particular, the articles concerning original ſin, 
Juſtification, free-will, grace, predeſtination, elec- 
lion; about theſe, ſome of them followed St. 
Auſtin, and St. Thomas, and the party of the 
Dominicans ; whoſe opinions were maintained by 


Luther and Calvin. Others of them were of 


opinion with St. Chryſoſtom, the Greek church, 
and the Latin fathers, before St. Auſtin ; appro- 
ved by Melan#on, and other great reformers. 
If we may judge by the Engliſb books and ſer- 

12 mons, 


Mes explications of the articles, page 113. 
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(60) 
mos, that 1 have ſeen of thoſe times, theſe two 
parties were in this nation pretty equal. Men of 
ſo different ſentiments about theſe queſtions, but 
fully agreed in condemning the Roman church, 
as well in her doctrines as diſcipline, when they 
met in convocation, eaſily fell into the temper 
and moderation, as to thoſe queſtions, that had 
been obſerved but juſt before by the council of 
Trent. As theſe, ſo they framed theſe articles, 
with a tenderneſs to all parties already in com- 
munion with them; that is, ſo framed them, 
that their *own contending members might all of 
them accept, and fubſcribe thoſe articles. Nay, 
they, have expreſſed themſelves ſo generally in 
ſome other articles, that it ſeemeth they ſtudiouſty 
avoided, "the excluding or offending learned and 
deſerving men, who might have 'confrary opinions 
concerning the ſubje&s, or fome part of the 
ſubjects of theſe articles. But when the 
public forms, have in ſome path of them doubt- 
ful ſenſes, different and, perhaps, contrary 
ſenfes, what is to be done in this caſe? may we, 
or can we, ſubſcribe at all? and if ſo, may we 
ſubſcribe in ſuch ſenſe, tho* controverted, and 
undecided by authority, as our private conſcience 
and judgment can approve and aſſent to? or are 
we, in that caſe, to expect the deciſion and ex- 
prefs judgment of the legiſlature ?? 
Jo that, may we ſubſcribe at all? it is an 
honeſt and a reaſonable ſeruple; becauſe how 
can I aſſent to ambiguous propoſitions ? and if 
there be no certain meaning in the article itſelf, 
but 


( 61) 


but diverſe and contrary ; it ſhould ſeem that I 
aſſent to nothing; or as much to falſhood, as 


to truth; for contrary propoſitions cannot be 
true, I think, however, this good ſcruple may 
be removed, by conſidering that the govern- 
ment, propoſing by this ambiguity, to invite 
the contrary and contending parties, into her 
truſts and 'preferments, and thereby into her inte- 


reſts ; her meaning muſt needs be, that e ac- 


cepts our ſubſcriptions in our ſenſe and interpreta- 
tion of thoſe her articles, or public forms that 
have this ambiguity. And thus we neither ſub- 
ſcribe to nothing; for we ourſelves have a deter- 
minate meaning; nor to what is falſe in our 
opinion; or that the government hath defined 
to be ſo ; for ambiguous forms are not defini- 
tions on either ſide ? 

As ſome of the thirty-nine articles of our 
church, are diverſiy, and even contrarily inter- 
preted, and were on purpoſe conceived in ſo gene- 
ral terms, for relief of learned and good men, that 
could not agree in the ſame ſentiments, as to all 
the parts of the ſubjects of thoſe articles and 
forms; ſo our legiſlators in England, and the 
government in church and ſtate here, have al- 
ways equally admitted the contrary parties to 
ſubſcription ; and have indifferently preferred the 
one or the other, to all offices and truſts, nat 
only in the ſtate, but in the church.——lt can- 
not, I think, be denied, that this proceeding 
of our legiſlature and government, is a decla- 
ration ap their part; that whatſoever their own 
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ſenſe of the doubtful adele or parts of articles, 
may be; they do not impoſe it on ſubſcribers, 
but do leave each party to their own judgment fo 
far forth.“ I muſt confeſs this quotation is 
ſomething long, but I hope the pertinency of 
it, to the point in hand, will excuſe the length, 
and not render it tedious to the reader. 12 
Having produced, I hope, ſufficient authori- 
ties in favour of my argument, I mean, that 
the articles admit of different interpretations, 
and that a ſubſcription to them does nat prevent 
a diverſity of opinion, it may be of ſervice to the 
common reader, to make a few reflections on 
what has been obſerved, thereby to make as 
clear and evident as poſſible, my deſign in wrt- 
ting this ſhort eſſay, and of the intended de 
and uſefulneſs of it at this time, 

And if we ſeriouſly, and with due attention, 
review and well conſider this diſcourſe, it muſt 
plainly and demonſtrably appear to all impartial 
perſons, 'that our firſt reformers, as they were 
of very different ſentiments themſelves in many 
points of religion, ſo they thought it a Chriſtian 
principle, that others ſhould enjoy the ſame 
liberty in common with them. This ſeems 
very apparent from their whole conduct. They 
indeed thought it highly neceſſary, in order to 
obviate a difficulty arifing from the objections 
of Papiſts to the reformation, who were then, 
as now, and ever will be, complaining of the 
danger of reforming, partly as pretended on 


the account of the uncertaiaty of ſtopping ; and 
partly 
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partly of not knowing what were the real prin- 
ciples of our reformation; but chiefly, becauſe 
their profitable errors ſhould not be expoſed ; 
therefore - our reformers thought it very ex- 
pedient- to eſtabliſh certain Lücken as a ſtan- 
dard, declaring what the tenets and doctrine of 
the church of England were, and to which 
all might have recourſe. But then let us 
admire their excellent moderation and Chriſ- 
tian charity; for Dr. Bennet informs us, as before 
remarked, that till after queen Elizabeib came 
to the throne, no ſubſcription appears to be 
made to king Edward's articles, but only a de- 
claration of certain articles of doctrine was prin- 
ted, which all parſons, vicars and curates, 
were enjoined to read at their entry upon their 
cures. And when afterwards the articles of 
1562 were agreed on and publiſhed ; there 
was no law or canon that expreſsly required ſub- 
ſcription to them. ] do not find, ſays he, 
any ſufficient ground to believe, that /ub/crip- 
tion to the articles of 1562, was required of all 
the clergy in general, before the 13th of Eliz. c. 
12, enjoyned it in 15717”. And when a ſub- 
ſcription was required by that ſtatute to the ar- 
ticles, which was nineteen years after they were 
firſt drawn up, ſo tender and compaſſionate was 
the legiſlature towards the conſciences of ſuch 
men, as were truly ſcrupulous, that they requi- 
red from them a ſubſcription to fuch articles 
ONLY, AS CONCERNED THE CONFESSION OF THE 
TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH, -AND THE DOCTRINE 

1 Bennet's eſſay on the thirty-nine articles, page 371. Fo 
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OF THE SACRAMENTS, What a moſt noble 
Chriſtian precedent did they hereby ſet to their 
ſucceſſors, for their imitation ? and how happy 
would this nation have been, had its governors 
wiſely obſerved the ſame prudent conduct? but 
Whitgift and Bancroft, two prelates of much 
zeal, and little charity, artfully introduced a. 
ſubſcription directly contrary to the intention of 
our reformers, and even to the act of the legi- 
ſlature; and which thro? deſign, miſtake, or inad- 
vertency, has ever fince been required and ob- 
ſerved : ſed quod ab initio non valet, tractatu 
temporis non convaleſcit : what is at firſt illegal, 
time cannot make valid. | 

And it was by this lenity of our firſt reformers, 
and by their requiring of a ſubſcription only to a 
few of the articles, by which they deſigned and 
propoſed to prevent a diverſity of opinions, and 
to obtain uniformity of ſentiments in matters of 
religion; and not by requiring ſubſcription to a 
multitude of articles, which could never be the 
way to effect it. And therefore as it has been 
ever a perſuaſion with me, that there ought to 
be a public liturgy, and certain articles of reli- 
gion, to which our clergy ſhould be obliged to 
teſtify their conſent and approbation ; ſo it ſeems 
equally reaſonable, juſt and neceſſary, that as 
the matter and language of our liturgy ſhould be 
devout, full, and comprehenſive, and yet plain, 
clear, and level to the capacities of all per- 
ſons ; ſo the articles ſhould be collected from 


and founded on ſcripture, this being the only 
rule 


(65) 


rule of a Chriſtian's faith; tho? every article be 
not expreſſed in fcripture terms j. And this is, 


and will ever appear to be, the only poſſible me- 
thod to obtain peace and unity, and prevent di- 
verſity of opinions. For as to a number of arti- 
cles, ſo drawn up, as that perſons of very diffe- 
rent ſentiments may all ſubſcribe them, I cannot 
ſee of what uſe any ſuch articles can be. For 


as Dr. Waterland juſtly obſerves, ** ſhould- 
every one be permitted to aſſent to words in any 


ſenſe, but their own proper, obvious, vulgar 
ſenſe, there is an end at once of all the uſe of 
ſuch aſſent ;, for every man may take the words 
in a different ſenſe, and then there is no longer 


any agreement.“ Needleſs it muſt be, to have 
articles ſo expreſſed, and required to be ſubſcri-. 
bed, which contain tenets contrary and oppoſite 


to each other; but very uſeful and neceſſary. 


would it be to have articles eftabliſhed and ſub- 


ſcribed, that only contain the chief articles of 
the Chriſtian faith and doctrine, in order to ex- 
clude. from the miniſtry all thoſe who are not: 
ſound in the faith. 

I muſt here take notice of two expreſſions in 
king James's declaration, prefixed to the thirty- 
nine articles of religion. Tho? ſome diffe- 
rences have been ill raiſed, yet we take comfort 
in this, that all clergymen within our -realm, 
have always moſt willingly ſubſcribed to the ar- 
ticles eſtabliſhed, which is an argumeat to us, 
that they all agree in the true, uſual, literal 

K meaning 
Biſhop Connybear's ſermon on ſubſcript. page 8. 


(66) 
meaning of the ſaid articles, and that even in 
thoſe curious points in which the. preſent diffe- 
rences lie, men of all ſorts take the articles of 
the church of England to be for them z which is 
an argument again, that none of them intend 
any deſertion of the articles eſtabliſhed.”” Here 
then is a moſt authentic authority to prove, that 
the articles may be ſubſcribed in very different 
ſenſes; and therefore are far from preventing 
© of diverſities of opinion, or for the eſtabliſhing 
of conſent touching true religion.” The other 
paragraph is, we will——that no man hereafter 
ſhall either print, or preach, to draw the article 
any way, but ſhall ſubmit to it, in the plain and 
full meaning thereof; and ſhall not put his own 
ſenſe or. comment to be the meaning of the article, 
but. ſhall take it in the literal and grammatical 
ſenſe,” This ſeems to differ from the ſentiments 
of ſeveral eminent divines before mentioned ; 
but one thing muſt be obſerved, concerning this 
declaration, that whatever weight it might have 
in that king's life-time, (which indeed could be 
none, if we conſider the 13th of Elia.) yet now 
it can be of no force; all declarations of princes 
being temporary, and valid only during their 
own reign, 

. Having thus Aniſhed my b I muſt 
leave it to the impartial judgment of the fair and 
candid: reader, after he has ſeriouſly and conſide- 
rately peruſed the ſeveral quotations before pro- 
duced from men of ſuch. great learning and or- 
thodoxy, as archbiſhops Laud and Brambal, 

biſhops 


(67) 
* biſhops: Srillingfleet and Burnet, doctors Nicholls 
and Bennet, whether he in his conſcience thinks, 
that the preſent thirty-nine articles of religion do 
in any. meaſure contribute to prevent diverſities 
of opinion in religious matters; or promote uni- 
formity of ſentiments ; if not, wherein can the 
retaining of them, as they are now expreſſed in 
ſuch doubtful and uncertain terms, in any reſpect 
tend to the ſecurity of religion in general, or to 
the preſervation of the church of England in par- 
ticular ? fince it is moſt evident, they are at 
preſent no bar to exclude any, but ſuch as are 
truly conſctentious, the moſt worthy, the moſt 
deſerving z and who ought therefore on no ac- 
count to be kept from our communion. 

How reaſonable then, how neceſſary, how 
expedient, and truly Chriftian would it be, to 
have our articles reviſed and improved, and for 
ſuch only to be retained, as ſhall be judged fit 
and proper to be eſtabliſhed ? That ſo, who- 
ever we exclude from our communion, we may 
be careful not to keep out men of learning and 
virtue, ſincerity and true Chriſtian piety, from 
being sons ; nay, who, probably, may become 
FATHERS of our church. This is what deſerves 
our moſt ſerious thought and conſideration ; it 
being a melancholy reflection to think, that the 
terms of our communion are ſuch, as to admit 
too often men of the leaſt merit, and yet to ex- 
clude the more worthy, pious, and eminently 
good. Would our Saviour act thus, was he 
upon earth? I urge not this in regard to our 
K 2 diſſenters, 
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( 68.) 
diſſenters, not being one of them, But my only 
aim, in what is ſuggeſted by this little eſſay, is 
to have the conſciences of thoſe made eaſy, who 
have been educated in the true principles of 
Chriſtianity, who would gladly become labou- 
rers in Chriſt's vineyard, and more eſpecially in 
that part of it, eſtabliſned among us, rather than 
in any other, could they be relieved and made 
eaſy in ſome doubtful points, which however 
defenſible in themſelves, yet is what they can- 
not reconcile to the ſincerity of their own minds. 
And what honeſt good Chriſtian biſhop, what 
honeſt good Chriſtian man? whether of the 
clergy or Jaity, can. methinks oppoſe this? O 
let us in time duly conſider what Chriſtianity is ? 
what the truths of the goſpel are ? and how 
much it is our duty to have them moſt known, 
and beſt explained in the cleareſt and plaineſt 
manner ? left God in his wrath, ſhould remove 
from us, that glorious light he has revealed 
to us? leſt popery, and its inſeparable atten- 
dants, infidelity, immorality, and flavery, 
like a torrent, break in upon us, and we 
utterly become a prey to the worſt of our ene- 
mies, which may God of his infinite. goodneſs 
prevent | 

I have preſumed, but with the utmoſt defe- 
rence to our governors, and to all my ſuperiors, 
to annex a ſet of articles, which are the ſubſtance 
of thoſe contained in the thirty-nine, and that 
ſeem moſt eſſential and neceſſary to the faith of 
a Chriſtian z and tuch others as eoncern the dif- 


ference 
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ference between. us and the papiſts. As I have 
no other deſign in publiſhing theſe, but what is 
juſt and honeſt, and with a view to do real ſer- 
vice to religion in general, and the church eſta- 
bliſhed in particular, and only as hints, that others 
may improve them; I would deſire that none 
will be offended, If I am aiming at peace and 
unity, let not others proclaim war, anathematize 
and excommunicate me in their minds, for no 
.other crime. I have no intention to engage in 
controverſy, Let what is propoſed, be calmly 
conſidered, and with candour ; if I am miſta- 
ken in any part, it will afford me concern; but let 
me be convinced by Chriſtian methods. Would 
we learn to imitate the meek and humble Fe/as ; 
how eaſily, how happily, how charitably, 
might we diſcuſs any points of controverſy, 
even the moſt momentous and important ? ler 
truth and reaſon govern and direct us, as well in 
religious as in other concerns ; then ſhall we 
 ſhew ourſelves to be men and Chriſtians. And 
if we abandon paſſion, and all unreaſonable pre- 
judices, our conduct muſt be applauded by the 
more virtuous, honeſt, and judicious part of 
mankind ; and God will alſo approve of what 
a good conſcience cannot condemn us in. Up- 
rightneſs and integrity, true faith, and good 
- morals, are the characteriſtics of a ſincere Chriſ- 
tian. If we are followers of theſe, who is there 
that can hurt us? 

But I am aware, that ſome will object to 
what has been ſo reaſonably urged, and ſay, 


that 


(70) 
that alterations in religion will tend to create 
diſputes, and difturb the peace of the church. 
My anfwer at preſent to this objection, ſhall be 
in the words of a very learned eminent divine. 
„That diſputes in matters of religion, do in- 
deed, ſometimes, diſturb the peace of the church, 
is too apparent, from our uncharitable cenſures 
on each other, in every difference of opinion. 
But may it not be juſtly ſaid, that this is our 
own fault; and that our peace, if it be ſo eaſily 
moleſted, is not ſettled on a true and firm 
foundation ? Were we Chriſtians indeed ; did the 
love of truth, and of one another, rule in our 
hearts; did unity of affedtion, and mutual for- 
bearance, the true ſigns of the peace of Chriſt, 
prevail among us; diſputes could not diſturb or 
weaken this peace of the church. All contro- 
verſies concerning fundamental or neceſſary truths, 
would receive a ſpeedy deciſion from the word 
of Cod; and thoſe concerning points ſpeculative 
or unneceſſary for Chriſtians to be reſolved in, 
would be either laid aſide, or continued without 
breach of love or charity; and ſo could have no 
influence on the church. Therefore that diſ- 
putes do any harm, is not owing to a free and 
impartial enquiry after truth, (which, in matters 
of religion, is the common right of all Chriſ- 
tians, and cannot juſtly be reſtrained) but to the 
way of managing diſputes, to unreaſonable pre- 
judice, and want of charity in the contending 
parties, and above all to the deſire of inpeſing 
things «nneceſſary, Take away theſe, and diſ- 
: putes 
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putes will never do any ill to the church; but 
may be, and oftentimes are a means of diſcover- 
ing many great and valuable truths, which with- 
out them would have been loſt, among a mul- 
tirude of errors; and alſo of ſettling, and con- 
firming in the minds of men, thoſe truths which 
have been already received by them.? 
ef the diſpute has any relation to points 
fundamental or practical, ſuch wherein the ho- 
nour of God, or a religious life is concerned 
it is not to be laid aſide, for fear of raiſing acci- 
dentally any diſquiet in the church. Theſe are 
ſuperior in their natures, and of greater con- 
ſequence, than meer external. peace or quiet z 
and are deſigned to procure the true internal and 
moſt valuable peace of the church, founded in 
the knowledge and love of Jeſus Chriſt ; and in 
order to ſettle alſo the external peace of it, for 
the future, on a more ſure and laſting founda- 
tion. It is certain the regards for the exter- 
nal and appearing peace, (tho* they ought to be 
very great, yet) ought never to prevail, to the 
prejudice of the inward and truer peace of Chri/- 
tianiiy. The practice of our Saviour and his 
apoſtles ſhews thar they did not think them- 
ſelves guilty of diſturbing the peace of the Few- 
;þ church, by their preaching of Chriſtianity ; ; 
and we think our reformers not juſtly charged 
with diſturbing the peace of the Chriſtian church, 
by their preaching up the neceſſity of adhering 
to ſeripture only, as the rule of truth, and againſt 


the impoling (as neceſſary ) any human doctrines 
or 
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or explications of doctrines. So long as men 
continue fallible and imperfect, hay and ſtubble 
may be built upon the foundation of Cbriſt; and 
chaff may be thrown in among the wheat. It 
is therefore always neceſſary, for men to ſtudy 
and ſearch the ſcriptures ; from whence it can- 
nor be, but diſputes and controverſies in matters 
of religion will ariſe, which, if managed with 
treedom, meekneſs and charity, can never pre- 
judice the faith, or really hurt the peace of the 
church; but may be, and are, the chief means 
of preventing blindneſs and ignorance, and of 
preſerving the faith pure and uncorrupt among 
Chriſtians with underſtanding and knowledge.” 

That we enjoy Chriſtianity, in its preſent 
purity, 1s it not wholly owing to the free de- 
bates, and impartial inquiries, which were made 
by our firſt reformers, into the ſtate of religion ? 
and have not Chriſtians no the ſame right of 
examining and debating the ſenſe of ſcripture, 
which they had then ? unleſs we will ſay, that 
an extraordinary power then appeared, which 
immediately vaniſhed, never to be recalled or 
exerciſed again; or, that we have a right to de- 
bate the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, in our reaſon- 
ings with Papiſts, but not with Protęſtants. As 
if the reformation had ſet up in the Proteſtant 
church, that infallibility, which it caſt out of 
the Popiſh church. Or was the peace of the church 
leſs valuable then, and leſs to be regarded, than 
it is now? If preſcription can give an indiſpu- 
table right to maintain the peace of the church. 
againſt 


E973 


ag2inſt all enquiries after truth; it is plainly on 
the ſide of popery ; and will ſupport its moſt 
abſurd tenets. Why then ſhould not that prin- 
ciple of ſearching the ſcriptures, and of drawing 
our faith from the word of God, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the pretence of the peace of the church, 
we plead fo ſtrongly, and unanſwerably, againſt 
the Papiſts, be allowed to take place in our 
own cauſe? Are we, who have ſeen and forſaken 
many errors, afraid of ſeeing or diſcovering 
others; and unwilling to forſake them, if at 
any time they ſhall appear to us? error only hath 
reaſon to be afraid of diſputes ; and therefore 
Pepery and Mahometaniſm plead moſt againſt 


them, and object moſt ſtrongly the peace of the 


church, But truth, or a religion founded on 
the word of God, hath no reaſon to fear, or 
hinder diſputes ; for they tend only to reform 
the church, if in any degree defective z or the 
more to ſettle it, if already ſufficiently reformed. 
And, indeed, free enquiries and diſputes, are the 
greateſt advantage to, and friends of, truth ,— 
which is then in the greateſt danger, when all 
diſputes are reſtrained ; and when power and 
intereſt are the only oracles, where we are al- 
lowed to enquire after it. Allow but free en- 
quiry and examination; hold the balance even, 
betwixt truth and error; and let not intereſt or 
power be caſt into either ſcale; and the bleſſed 
work of true Chriſtianity will go on apace, and 
popery and infidelity ſoon diſappear in the 
world.”? 
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The only thing more that can with any ap- 
pearance of reaſon be objected, againſt the cor- 
recting and amending of what is amiſs, is, that 
the altering of any doctrine already determined 
by the church, tends to unſettle the preſent 
eſtabliſhment, and to raiſe doubts, ſcruples, and 
fears in the minds of men; that if they once 
find themſelves miſtaken in one point, they 
may think, they may be miſtaken in another, 
and ſo in all points; and that therefore diſputes 
ariſing from hence, will not only diſturb the 
peace of the church, but weaken and endanger 
the whole Chriſtian faith. But this objection, 
however popular and plauſible, is weak in itſelf, 
and of very bad conſequence. 

The weakneſs of it appears in this; that if 
the doctrines diſputed be true, then no danger 
can enſue by diſputing them ; becauſe truth is 
not only itſelf always more plain and convin- 
cing than error, but appears more ſo, by being 
cleared and ſupported when attacked, or con- 
troverted. by others, againſt all the oppoſition 
and deluſion of ſceptical cavillers. And there- 
fore this will be a means of eſtabliſhing the 
truth already received, more firmly in the minds 
of men; who will hereby gain great opportuni- 
ties of underſtanding the ſcriptures more per- 
fectly, which is the only rule whereby Proteſ- 
tants can judge of, and determine controverſies, 
and be able to give an account of the faith that is 
in them. And certain it 1s, that the church of 
England hath loft no ground, by all the diſputes 

it 


e 
it hath had ſince the reformation, with all its 
enemies. But if any doctrines be erroneous, they 
muſt be deſtructive of the church's true peace, 
and ought not longer to be retained ; and the 
amending them, can never ſhake the whole eſta- 
bliſhment, but is the only method of carrying on, 
the very deſign of the reformation ; which was 
to ſeparate the wheat from the tares, to. hold 
thole truths only, which God's word has de- 
clared, and to receive that faith which was once 
delivered to the ſaints. So that this, ſo far from 
endangering the ſettlement of the proteſtant reli- 
gion, tends to fix it, on its only right foundation. 
And if the detection, perhaps, of ſome miſtakes, 
gives men occaſion of examining the grounds of 
their whole faith, which our reformers them- 
ſelves have not thoroughly done, what danger 
can there be in this? Are we afraid that the peo- 
ple ſhould too clearly underſtand what is taught 
them ? or that our faith ſhould be brought to 
the teſt of God's word, upon which only pro- 
teſtants declare it to be built? and in queſtions 
where there are conſiderable difficulties on both 
ſides, there all poſſible encouragement ſhould 
for that reaſon be given to learned men, to 
examine things exactly and impartially, in order 
to clear up thoſe difficulties, 

But to ſuppreſs all debates in matters of reli- 
gion, is very pernicious to true religion itſelf; 
becauſe this argument equally ſerves all profeſ- 
ſions of religion; and ſince there are more falſe 
than true, muſt be a great hindrance to the pro- 

| L 2 motion 


= 4\ * * — * - - . : 
TW o — — "\ — 
| 4s Se 2 8 - _ - — 
KS, 2 


N ” 
. 


— 5 „ 


1 


1 = 


_ SE _ 
es 
„ 


AT 


-w 
4529 
ry 


1 4 1 


: N 
= 
© 
Y 
i 
j 
+42 
4 y 
14 
B 
, 
U 
A ., 
1 
t q 
2 
4 
ö 
6 
9 
8 ' 
S 
4-4 
— ; 
4 ' 
. 
4 
of , 


1 
motion of the true faith. This is as good a plea 
for Jews, Turks, Pagans, and Papiſts, as for 
ourſelves. Theſe have all ſettled notions of re- 
ligion as well as we; and fince we are no more 
infallible than they, the objection is as good on 
their ſide, as on ours, and may be equally ur- 
ged againſt us, as we can do it againſt them. 
So that Judaiſm, Mahometaniſm, Paganiſm and 
Popery, muſt by this argument always remain as 
it is, without being examined into and conſidered, 
as well as proteſtantiſm. Indeed, the Papiſts 
think they have a peculiar advantage over us in 
this point, on account of their pretended infal- 
libility. But ſince we know and own ourſelves 
to be fallible in all our interpretations and deci- 
ſions of the ſenſe of ſcripture, which is the only 
rule of our faith; it will be inexcuſable in us, 
to reſtrain or condemn a free and impartial en- 
quiry in matters of religion. For to deny any 
Chriſtian doctrine to be tried at any time, by 


that rule, is to deny the rule itſelf, and to ſer 


up human authcrity, above the word of God. 
Thus have I given, I hope, a clear and full 
anſwer to the ſuppoſed objections that may be 
made, againſt what is here recommended, in 
favour of ſome neceſſary alterations in religion. 
My good, moſt, and right reverend lords 
the biſhops, ye are the worthy ſucceſſors of the 
bleſſed apoſtles, in the work of the miniſtry of 
Chriſt. And I doubt not but your endeavours 


ia general, are to imitate their examples, and F 


hope in all reſpects, to diſcharge your high of- 
fice, 


(77) 
fice, according to St. Paul's directions to Ti- 
mot hy. But permit me to beſeech and intreat 
you, in the ſpirit of Chriſtian meekneſs and hu- 
mility, well to weigh and duly regard what has 
been of late repreſented to your moſt ſerious 
conſideration, for a new tranſlation of the bible, 
a review and improvement of our liturgy, arti- 
cles of faith, and canons of the church, in things 
neceſſary and expedient, The particulars which 
have been ſo fairly, ſo truly, ſo reſpectfully, and 
with ſo much reaſon and ſtrength of argument 
ſubmitted to your candid and impartial review, 
as fit and proper alterations and amendments to 


be made, cannot but leave ſome impreſſions on. 


your lordſhips minds, endued with the princi- 
ples of true Chriſtianity. But, my Lords, of 
what uſe are reaſon, argument and conviction, if 
things which are proved to be actually amiſs, 
and to require alteration and correction, ſtill 
remain in the ſame unhappy ſtate, without be- 
ing rectified and amended. The particulars in- 
ſtanced in, are either what ought to be, or ought 
not to be altered. It it appears to your lord- 
ſhips, that the things complained of, do not 
want alteration, why will not your lordſhips 
publiſh an anſwer to what has been urged, with 
ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, in favour of a reforma- 
tion, with your names ſubſcribed thereto ? This 
would be ſatisfattory : but without this, both the 
good and bad among us will think ——, Or, 
if your lordſhips are of an opinion, that ſome- 
thing ſhould be done for the honour and greater 
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(75) 
purity and perfection of true religion; then, 
ſurely, no good reaſon can be aſſigned, why it 
ſhould not be ſoon undertaken. The apoſtles, your 
lordſhips predeceſſors in Chriſt's miniſtry, were not 
deterred from their doing duty, by any appearances 
of the moſt dreadful] perſecutions, not even the moſt 
cruel deaths. But you, my lords, have none 
of theſe apprehenſions to fear or dread. And 
permit me to obſerve, what your lordſhips very 
well know, that no temporal, or private 
views ought to hinder you, from performing the 
will of your lord and maſter, who laid down 
his life in charity to mankind ; that we might 
live in peace and unity, in love and good will 
one towards another. Your lordſhips alſo know, 
that at the day of judgment, we are to anſwer 
for the neglects and omiſſions of duty, as well 
as for the commiſſion of ſin. And I am truly 
perſuaded in my own mind, that your lordſhips 
think it to be a duty incumbent on you, to take 
care and ſee that Chriſt's flock committed to 
your charge, be ſupplied in all things according 
to God's word.——That thoſe who cannot eat 
meat, do not periſh for want of proper food. — 
That both the ſtrong and weak in faith, who 
are truly ſincere, will find favour and acceptance 
with your lordſhips, the biſhops and paſtors of 
our church; and not be forced to ſtray from 
our communion, and become guilty of ſchiſm, 
or at leaſt branded with the odious and criminal 
name of ſchiſmatics. For you, my good lords, 
know, that theſe are duties agreeable to the 


goſpel 


(79) 
goſpel of Chriſt, to the ſpirit of truth and 
peace, of love and unity. And therefore as 
biſhops, under the great biſhop of ſouls, your 
goodneſs, your piety, your ſincerity, your love 
of truth, and the Chriſtian religion, will not 
ſuffer or permit you to neglect them, 

I have clearly demonſtrated, from the beſt 
authorities, and many more might be produced, 
that our preſent thirty-nine articles are no bar to 
exclude bad men ; that they admit of various 
interpretations, and have been underſtood and 
ſubſcribed in very oppoſite and contrary ſenſes ; 
ſo that a diverſity of opinion has not been pre- 
vented by ſubſcribing to them, nor yet an unifor- 
mity of ſentiments obtained; and therefore they 
are of no real uſe or ſervice, unleſs to exclude 
ſome few from the church, who can in no ſenſe 
reconcile them to their own conſciences, ſo as to 
ſubſcribe them, and yet are otherwiſe very wor- 
thy good men. I have alſo proved, that the act 
of the 13th of Eliz. and by which all the clergy 
are now bound, as to ſubſcribing the thirty- 
nine articles, does not require a ſubſcription to 
ALL the articles, but onLy to thoſe, that con- 
cern the true Chriſtian faith, and the doTrine of 
the ſacraments, Theſe are words as clear and 
plain, as any that can poſſibly be made uſe of. And 
as theſe facts cannot be denied or refuted, how 
reaſonable, how neceſſary, how wiſe and Chriſuan 
would it be, cither to have our articles reviewed, 
and others eſtabliſhed, that are more clear, 
&crtain, and indiſputable ? (for your lorcſhips 

lee 


(50) 
ſee what differences, what perplexity, what diſ- 
putes and confuſion, the preſent ones occaſion ;) 
or that none ſhould be forced to ſubſcribe to more 
of the articles than ſuch, as onLy concern the true 
Chriſtian faith, and the dotirine of the ſacraments, 
as directed by the 1 3th of Elix. And if there be 
any doubt as to theſe, it will be worthy of your 
lordſhip's interpoſition, to procure an act, and 
have them diſtinguiſhed and aſcertained. 
Your lordſhips have ſo lately as the laſt ſeſ- 
 Gons of parliament, concurred in voting for 
an explanation of two of our acts of uniformity 
the x 3th of Eliz. and the 13th and 14th of Charles 
IE. and which affords a recent inſtance, and an 
argument taken from the higheſt authority, to 
prove my former obſervation, that ſubſcrip- 
tion to the articles is not required from any 
but heads of colleges and lecturers, by the laſt 
act of uniformity : as alſo, that none of our 
acts of uniformity are ſo ſacred and inviolable, 
as not to be altered. But, my good lords, if 
there were juſt reaſons for doing this, on a late 
occaſion, are there not ſome of much greater and 
more weighty 1mportance, for explaining the 
ſame act of queen Elizabeth in favour of thoſe, 
who would ſubſcribe to the thirty-nine articles, 
according to both the letter and intention of 
that ſtatute ? Nay, it deſerves the ſerious con- 
ſideration of the whole legiſlature, not longer to 
connive at, permit, and ſuffer a canon of our 
church to diſpenſe with, ſuperſede, and render in- 


Fe. an act of the whole legiſlative power. 
This 


| (81 » 
This is am evil of too long a ſtanding, ad in 


its conſequence 1 no leſs" than an uſurpation ove? 


the law, and the conſciences of many learned, 

ious and good men; in rte and 
Ten att, che very clear words, Foirit and 
meaning of an act of parliament, and which 
therefore requires and demands ſpeedy redreſs. 
And what good reaſon can be aſſigned, why we 
ſhould ſtretch or go beyond the law, to oppreſs 
the conſciences of men, and exclude them from 

our communion z rather than to mitigate the 
rigour even of a ſuppoſed law, in favour of thoſe 
who infiſt, that both the letter and ſpirit of it is in 
their favour z and only the illegal exerciſe of it 
againſt them. This, my lords, is a concern 
of great moment, and I am in hopes will A 
of the moſt ferious attention. | 

Once more, my good lords, whom g y 
honour and reverence, and would not willingly 
offend, by this humble addreſs, which, on ſuch 
an occaſton, I apprehend cannot be too ſolemn 
and pathetic. — 

As our church is conſidered as the head of 
the proteſtant intereſt, and the centre of proteſtant 
unity, it behoves your lordſhips to be exceeding 
careful and ſollicitous, to have removed out of 
it, all errors and miſtakes, or even blemiſhes, 
that may ſeem to render it leſs deſerving of the 
eſteem and imitation of other reformed churches; 
that ſo, by the new luſtre of a brighter and 
clearer reformation, it may continue to be a 
more permanent pillar, a more ſolid bulwark of 


the proteſtant religion; alſo a model to all 
M others, 
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„ e ee the 
purity. of its worſhip, and the exactneſs of its 
diſcipline. This would be worthy of your 
jordſhips emulation; Vorthy of cotemporary 
biſbops in this learned and enlightened ages and 
redound : to your lordſhip's future glory, in ge- 
nerations to come. If our liturgy, articles and 
canons, were once reviewed, altered and im- 
proved, we ſhould begin an æra of a new re- 
formation. And then would the name of Cran- 
mer and Ridley, Hooper. and Latimer, in part, 
grow obſcure, and ſuffer an eclipſe, from the 
more reſplendent and amiable names of Herring 
and Hatton, Sherlock and Hoadley, Butler, Secker, 
and Benſon, and many others on your lord- 
ſhips bench, needleſs to mention. And may 
theſe reflections have a proper influence on all 
your lordſhips minds, ſo as to engage you to 
undertake, begin and perfect, what may be 
moſt for the real benefit of Chriſt's religion, and 
the honour of our eſtabliſhed church, are the 
true and unftigned wiſhes of him, who prays 
for their proſperity and that of your lordſhips. 
I conchade in the words of our excellent biſhop 
Hoadley: Who gives the more ſincere proofs 


of his concern for religion, and the glory of 
God? he who pleads for amending things, that 


have not formerly been ſufficiently conſidered ? or, 


he who would appear to contend earneſtly for 
the continuance of that burden, under which 
many good men, as I have underſtood, have 
long groaned ?. 


2 Anſwer to Committee, page 50. 
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N ronflemation of wha I hy before Sh 
with reſpect to the invalidity of the 36th 
canon; and as to the diſtinction made between 
ſubſcribing to articles of faith and doctrine, and 
ſuch as are not ſo, by the 13th of Ez. I beg 
leave to produce what archbiſhop 7ake has of- 
fered on a ſimilar occaſion, and which but lately 
occurred to me. 

- This learned prelate, having cited part of the 
25th of Henry VIII. that © no canons, conſtitu- 
tions, or ordinances, ſball be made, or put in exe- 
cution, within this realm, by the authority of the 
convocation f the clergy, which ſhall. be con- 
traty, or repugnant ta the king's - prerogative 
royal, or to the cuſtoms, laws, or ſtatutes of this 
realm; thus proceeds *, And from whence, as 
they are naturally deduced. ſo were theſe two 
points delivered by the judges, before the com- 
mittee of the lords, as the law, with reference 
to this matter J. 1{t, That when upon con- 
ference, the convocation has concluded any ca- 
nons, yet they cannot execute any of them, 
without the royal aſſent. And, 2dly, that they 
cannot execute any, after royal aſſent, but with 
theſe four limitations. 1. That they be not 
againſt the King's prerogative. 2. Nor againſt 
M 2 | the 


* Authority of Chriſtian princes, page 128. 
| lbid. 129. 12 rep. trin. 8. Jam. I. page 73. 
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(684) 
the common-law. 3. Nor againſt any ſtatute- 
Jaw. 4. Nor againſt any cuſtom of the realm. 
And this the learned; reporter (Cote) tells us, 
was but an affirmative of what was the law, be- 
fore the ſaid ſtatutes ; as appears by the 19th of 
Edward III. title, Qare non admiſit. y. Where 
it is held, that if a canon law be againſt the law 
of the land, the biſhop oug bi to obey the command- 
ment of the king, according to the law of the 
land.“ This now deſerves a very ſerious con- 
ſideration; as the 36th canon is exprelsly" in part 
againſt the 13th of Eliz. 

From hence the archbiſhop obſerves , chat as 
te the king's licence cannot give the convocation 

any authority to promulge or execute any ca- 
nons, but what are agreeable to the laws and 
cuſtoms of the realm; it muſt of neceſſity follow, 
1. that the king has not only a right to review 
the acts of every ſuch convocation; but ought 
moreover to ſubmit them to the examination of 
his learned council in the law, to judge whether 
they be conſiſtent with the laws of his realm.—— 
2. that notwithſtanding the reſolution of the 
clergy in their convocation, yet ſtill the king is 
to remain the laſt judge, not only of the lawful- 
neſs, but of the expediency too, of their con- 
ſtitutions ; and has authority either to ratify, or 
reject them, as he, with the advice of his council, 

{þ all think them either uſeful, or otherwiſe to 
the church. — 


Whether 
| Wake, ibid. p. 129. 


(83) 

* Whether our kings may not only confirm 
ſuch, and ſo many of the canons, c. of their 
convocations, as they ſhall judge expedient; and 
refuſe and reject the reſt ; but may alſo, by their 
ſupreme authority, in eccleſiaſtical matters, cor- 
rect and amend, thoſe which they do allow of, 
I ſhall not undertake to ſay : but ſo we are told 
Henry VIII. did, and that in a caſe of the 
ſtricteſt nature“; in framing the very articles of 
religion, which were afterwards publiſhed by 
his authority, 1536. Thus much, I believe, 
may warrantably be aſſerted ; that as the king 
has power, without a convocation, to make and 
publiſh ſuch injunctions as he ſhall think the ne- 
ceſſities of the church to require, and to com- 
mand the obſervance of them; ſo may he, with 
the advice and conſent of his parliament, much 
more, not only make what ecclefiaſtical laws he 
ſhall think fitting, for the diſcipline of the 
church; but make ſuch / of the convocation, 
and the reſolutions agreed to in it, in order 
thereunto, as he ſhall fbint fit; and may not 
confirm, or diſallow, but may even ſometimes 
alter and correct, what is done by them accord- 
ing to his own liking ||.'* Again, 
FTphe articles of religion, were not only cor- 
refted by that prince, after they had been framed 
by the convocation, but were drawn up by them, 
according to the method and directions, which bs 
gave 19 them for that purpoſe. So his declara- 

| tion 


* Burnet's hiſt. ref. page 217. 
| Fake, ibid. page 33. 
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(86) 
flon to all his loving ſubjects, in confirmation 
of theſe articles, informs us: And for becauſe 
we would the ſaid articles, aid every of them 
thould be taken, and underſtanden of you, after 
ſuch ſort, order, and degree, as appertaineth 
accordingly ; we have cauſed by the aſſent, and 
agreement of our biſhops and other learned 


men, the ſaid articles to be divided into two 


paris; whereof the one part containeth ſuch 
things, as be commanded expreſsly by God, and be 
neceſſary to ſalvation ; and the ofher containeth 


ſuch things as have been of a long continuance, 


for a decent order, &c. tho? they be not expreſily 
commanded of God, nor neceſſary to ſalvation.” — 
te It ſufficiently appears that the articles here 


referred to, did at leaſt in one great part of 


them telate to doctrines of faith ; and that in the 
moſt neceſſary points of it. And yet ſee what 


"Iiberty that Ring took in judging, as well as cor- 


refing of what they (the convocation) had done. 


He declares his ſenſe of what the clergy had 
done in theſe words. After long and mature 
deliberation had of, and upon the premiſes, fi- 
nally they have concluded and agreed upon, the 


molt ſpecial points and articles; as well ſuch as 


be commanded of God, and are neceſſary to our 
" ſalvation ;, as alſo diverſe other matters touching 
the honeſt ceremonies, and good, and politick or- 
ders, as is aforeſaid, which being, as we think, 
azreeable to the laws and ordinances of God; 


WE 


* Ibid. page 137. Falle/*s church hiltory, Page 214: 
anno 15 36. 
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we have cauſed the ſame to be publiſhed ; with 
ing, requiring, and. commanding you to accept, 
repute, and take them accordingly j.“ 

But here were no ſub/criptions enjoined to theſe 
articles, altho* a diſtinction was juſtly made be- 
tween. ſuch as related to doctrines of faith, and 
thoſe which did not; and this very well correſ- 
ponds with the 13th of Ez. as to the ſubſcri- 
bing ſuch of the articles, as only concerned the 
articles of faith, and the doctrine of the ſacra- 


ments. Theſe extracts from archbiſhop Wake, 


ſtrongly corroborate what I have before aſſerted 
concerning the canons, and a limited ſubſcrip- 
tion. And, continues that author, * ſuch a 
Judgment did this prince aſſume to bimſelf, over 
thoſe acts of his clergy, and fo little have our 
princes thought themſelves obliged, either 1 re- 
ceive themſelves, or to impoſe upon others, any 
of their orders, or deciſions , but only as they 
were finally perſuaded, that what they had done, 
proceeded from a ſound judgment, and would 
be for the benefit of their church and kingdom 
to be obſerved F. 
And if we would know, ſays the ſame great 
author ||, ** after what manner eccl:fiaſtical af- 
fairs have been tranſacted, ſince the time of the 
reformation ; we ſhall find it to have been, by 
ſome or other of theſe five ways. 1. Some- 
times the king has, by his own authority, ſer 
forth ſuch orders, as he thought fit ſhould be 

obſerved 


+ Wale, ibid. page 137, 138, 139. 
| Ibid. page 254, Cc. 
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(88) 
obſerved by the tlergy of the realm; and di- 
rected them to his archbiſhops' and biſhops for 
that end. And this either by letter or injunc+ 
tions. 2: Another method has been, by the 
authority of king ard parliament, without the 
help of any other ecclefiaſtical deliberation, than 
what the archbiſhops and biſhops in the upper 
Houſe have given to them. Many are the afis 
of+ this nature which have - paſſed, I do not ſay 
fince the reformation, but even within our own 
memories: ſuch were the as againſt conventi- 
cles, in the 16th and 22d of Car. II. The two 
teſt- acts, in his 25th and 3oth years. The act of 
toleration, in the iſt of the preſent king Wil. 
Mam; not to mention any others "of an elder 
date. 3. Another way is to do it by ſome ſe- 
lect committees. When the king having ap- 
pointed a certain number of biſhops and clergy- 
men, to conſider what may be fit to be ordered 
in ſuch caſes, as he thinks fit to refer to them; 
afterwards ſets forth by his royal authority, what 
has by their advice, been recommended to 
bim. After this manner was the reformation, 
in a great meaſure, carried on; and the moſt 
important affairs of the church diſpatched, There 
4s a 4th way our princes have often taken in 
theſe caſes; and that is, to refer not to a par- 
ticular committee, but to their two convocations, 
what they would have done: and having ſeen 
and approved their concluſtons, to give their 
royal aſſent and authority thereunto. Upon this 
foundation ſtand our book of canons, drawn up 


by 
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the convocation of 1603 3. and ratified and 
confirmed by king James I. and after the ſame 
manner were thoſe drawn up, which gave fo 
y "much offence, and were authorized by Car. 1: 
in 1640 * but above all, as the moſt ſolemn, 
ſo the moſt uhdoubtedly authoritative way of 
tranſacting of ſuch matters as theſe, is. 5thly, 
when the king deſigning any conſtitution of a 
more than ordinary concern to the church and 
realm ; does for the more prudent eftabliſhment 
of it, fitſt, by a ſele# committee, prepare what 
be thinks needful to propoſe to the convocation 
concerning it, then has it examined and conclu- 
ded there; and having reviewed it with his 
ivy council, and his council in the 
law, finally refers to his two houſes of par- 
liament, where being alſo conſented to and ap- 
proved of, he finally himſelf ſubſcribes to it, 
and makes it a part of the ſtatute law of the 
realm. Thus has our common prayer from time 
to time been ſettled: our epiſcopal government 
and ordinals been confirmed, and finally our 
thirty-nine articles been eftabliſhed. But as the 
choice of theſe ſeveral methods of carrying on 
fuch affairs, requires much prudence in the de- 
termination « ſo has our wad ann 9 it 
to the prince s aut bority .. 

And all reaſonable men muſt think it very 
juſt and equitable, that his majeſty ſhould be left 
to that liberty, which both the law has intruſted 
bim with, and his own reaſon vindicated to him; 

382A 4 N 1 
ide the query at the end. 82 0 


3 | 55 Os 9 

mean, of: conſidering what he thinks, in \ fuch 
, caſes to be moſt fitting to be done, and to att ac- 
cordingly. If by this means he ſhould chance 
to be miſtaken in his choice, it is a human infir- 
mity; and what good men will eaſily make an 
allowance for, in a ſtation where ſo much is to 
be done, and it is ſo difficult oftentimes to 
judge what is beſt. And let the poſitive cenſo- 
rious part of the world, if for nothing elſe, yet 
at leaſt for their own ſakes conſider this; that a 
kingdom is a large place; and that it is not im- 
_ poſſible, but that among ſuch numbers of men, 
as there are in it, ſome may be as firmly per- 
ſuaded the prince is in the right, as others can 
preſume that he is in ihe wrong. l beg leave to 
conclude this poſtſcript, with the following 
queries, which are humbly ſubmitted to con- 
ſideration. 

9, As the declaration prefixed to the thirty- 
nine articles, is that of James I. whether it be 
now of any power, force, or efficacy whatever? 
ſince it is apprehended, that no king's: declara- 
tion, or proclamation, is valid for any longer 
time, than during their own reign ; unleſs re- 
-newed by every reigning prince. 

2: How far our preſent canons are valid 
and obligatory, either on the clergy, or laity, 
they not being eſtabliſhed by act of parliament ? 
For it was reſolved by the houſe of commons in 
1640 *, That the elergy of England, con- 

vented 


®* Ryfs: collect. page 1365. Wake's fate of the church, 
Page 515. 


(91) 

vented in any convocation or ſynod, or otherwiſe, 
have no power to make any conſtitutions, 
canons, or acts whatſoever, in matter of -doc- 
tine, diſcipline or otherwiſe, to bind the clergy 
or laity of the land, without common conſent 
of parliament.“ and whether this be not really 
the law of the land, tho? their acts ſhould be 
ratified by the King ? 
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ARTICLES 


RELIGION: 


Propoſed as a 


SPECIMEN for Improvement. 


& Thoſe articles, to which ſubſcription is required. ſhould 
© always be collected from, and founded on ſcripture ; 
* this being the only rule of a Chriſtian's faith, 
© or belief. But not that they muſt always be ex- 
<< preſſed in ſcripture-terms.”” Biſhop Connybear's 
caſe of ſubſcript, ſerm, page 8. 
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FOr to truth and peace, and with a view to 
promote the Chriſtian unity, were the ſole 
motives to the making this public, and 
. which I the rather preſumed to do, in hopes it 
. may excile ſome one or more of ſuperior abilities, 
to. improve this plan, and carry it to much 
greater exatineſs and perfection. | 

The more learned, and truly religious among us, 
both of the clergy and laity, are very ſenſible how 
highly neceſſary it is, that ſome alterations ſhould 
be made in our articles of religion, as well as in 
our liturgy and can'ms. But if no one will begin 
to recommend particulars, we have no great reaſon 
to expect it will ever be effeted. And tho" it 
may happen, that no attempts ſbould be made in 
our days, by thoſe in authority, for the alteration 
and improvement of our liturgy, articles and 
canons, and for a new tranſlation of the bible, 
pet let none who are well-wiſhers to ſuch laudable, 
nay, pious and Chriſtian undertakings, deſpond, 
or ſuffer themſelves to deſpair of its being accom- 
pliſbed; becauſe we may have good reaſon to hope 
and expect, that what has been of late years re- 
preſented to. our governors, urged and enforced 
with great ſtrength of reaſon and argument, in 
favour of ſuch excellent defigns for the benefit of 
true religion, may, by the mercy and goodneſs of 
. beaven, in ſome future time, if not in our own, 
meet with ſuitable encouragement. A ſolid and 
permanent foundation may be now laid, for our 


ſucceſſors to improve, proceed in, and build upon, 


And we need not doubt or fear, but that the Abs 
mighty, when he ſees it beſt and moſt fitting, will 

give ſucceſs to the labours of thoſe who endeavour 

4e promote the cauſe of truth, and the goſpel of 
Chriſt, 
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PREFACE. 


Chriſt, and procure the right knowledge, and n- 
cere pratiice of 4he Chriſtian religion. 

It was many years before the preſent reforma- 
tion, could be wy. bt to that degree 4 per 
it now is. od for our /ins, may perm 2 
to remain fo he ſome longer time, 1 ins per fett and 
incampleat. Bus let all take courage, and reſolve 

zo perſevere in recommending the aefign. 2 all 
uſe tbeir utmoſt endeavours, offer their mite, and 
what they can, to contribute to the accompliſh- 

ment of ſo glorious a work. For ibo luxury, li- 
centiouſneſs and levity of mind, the natural conſe- 
quences of irreligion and inconfideration, are ſo 
prevalent among us; and do ſo much abound, 

to influence the many, to ſlight and rejełt 2 5 
ever is ſeriaus, or that concerns. the knowled 
and practice of true religion: yet ſhould the 52 
mighty more ſeverely viſit us with the rod of bis 
anger, till be has made us more humble, thought- 
ful, and religious; then we may at laſt ſorely re- 
pent of our obſtinate negligence, and take ſhame to 
ourſelves,” that we had not ſeen in this our day, 
| the things which belong to our peace. 

I have anly farther briefly to obſerve, that the 
following ſpecimen contains the ſubſtance of thirty- 
one f the. thirty-nine articles, ibo“ reduced in 

number io twenty-one ; the others not appearing 
10 be any away.necefſary to be retained. And as 
to theſe, I wauſd. beg leave bumbly to propoſe, 
-that none of them ſhould be required 9 be ſub- 

ribed clergyman, more than, or but only 
2 iſt ve ty me 14th, 15th, and 16th. and 
abe reſt to be canſidered as a "declaration or ſtandard 
of the dofrines profeſſed and believed by our 
Shurch. And this is agreeable to the deſign of 
our firſt reformers by the 13th of Eliz. as I have 
evidently demonſtrated: all which i is humbly ſub- 


mitted to the confideration of our geverners, 


1097) 


1. Of faith in the holy Trinity.” 


MERE is but one living, true, and eternal 

' *God, the Father Almighty, without body, 
parts or paſſions z of infinite power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs, the maker and, preſerver of all 
things, both viſible and inviſible (a) : and one 
lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſon of God (5), begotten of 
the father, before all worlds [or ages]; very 
and true God (c); who came down from hea- 
ven, took man's nature in the womb of the 
bleſſed virgin (4), of her ſubſtance ; and was 
God and man in one perſon (e), whereof is one 
Chriſt ; who truly ſuffered, was crucified (/), 
dead and buried, to reconcile his father to us, 
and to be a ſacrifice (g) for the ſins of all men 3 
he roſe again from death (S), aſcended into hea- 
ven, and there ſitteth, until he ſhall return to 
judge the world at the laſt day: and one holy 
ſpirit, the lord and giver of life, of- the ſame 


divine nature with the father and the ſon. 

(a) Mark xii. 32. John xvii. 1. 3. Deut. nl 27. 
1 Tim. i. 17. Luke i. 37. Job. ix. 4. XXXvi. 5. 
(6) Mark i. 1. John viii. 42. (e) Phil. ii. 6. Col. 
i. 1g, 16. Heb. 1. 3. John i i. 1, 2. (4) Luke i. 34, 35. 
(e) | Tim. iii. 16. John 1. 14. (/) Luke xxiii. 33. 46. 


53. ] John i. 29. 2 Cor. v. 21. Mat. xx. 28. 
(5) Att iv. 10, 33. i. 9. Luke xxiii. 51. 


II. of the ſufficiency. of the boly Nen for 


ſalvation. 


The WA ſcriptures, comprized in the old and 
new teſtament, contain all things (z) neceſſary 
; O Lo 

. 00 1 


(98) 

to ſalvation 3 ſo that what is not read therein, 
nor may be clearly proved thereby, ought not 
to be required of any man to be believed, as an 
article of faith, neceſſary to ſalvation (#). For 
we muſt not add to, nor diminiſh from, the 
word which God commands. By the holy 
ſcriptures we mean, only the canonical books of 
the old and new teſtament, as they are com- 
monly received; 10 wit, all but thoſe which 
are generally known by the name of the apocry- 
phal books or writings. . 


(4) Deut. iv. 2. Rev. xxii. 18. 


mn © 


III. Of the old and new teſtament. Go 
There is a perfect harmony and agreement, 


between the old teſtament and the new (i); for 
in both, everlaſting life is offered to mankind 
by Chriſt, who is the only mediator between 
God and man (m); being both God and man (n): 
and altho* the law given by Mo/es, as to cere- 
monies, and the civil precepts of it, doth nor 
bind Chriſtians : yet all ſuch are obliged to 
obſerve the moral commandments which he 
delivered (0). | 


% Jokn'v. 46. A n. 20. (e 1 Tim. il. 
0% John i. 14. Phil. ii. 6, 7. (e) Rom. iii. 31. vii. 12. 


V. Of ihe creeds. 

The SN commonly called the Nicene, or 
rather the Conſtantinopolitan, and the apoſtle's 
creed, ought to be received and believed, be- 


cxule they may be proved by the holy ſcriptures. 
= * f £ N. » 


(99) 
N. B. Chriſt's deſcent into hell, ſhould be 
amitted in the apoſtle's creed, as it is in the 
Nicene. 


V. Of original ſin. 

Since the fall of Adam, the nature of man is 
become ſo corrupt, as to be greatly depraved, 
having departed from its primitive innocence (p), 
and that original righteouſneſs in which it was 
at firſt created by God (2). For we are now ſo 
naturally inclined to do evil, that the fleſh is 
continually ſtriving to act contrary to the ſpirit 
of God. Which corrupt inclination ſtill re- 
mains even in the regenerate ; who when they 
would do good, evil is preſent with them (r). 
But tho' there is no man living, who ſinneth 
not (5) ; yet we mult uſe our ſincere endeavours 
to keep the whole law of God (7), ſo far as we 
poſſibly can. 


(p) Rom. iii. 23. G Eecleſ. vii. 29.  Epheſ. ü. 3. 


Pal. Iviii. 3. (7) Rom. vii. 21. (s) Rom. iii. 23. 
1 Kings viii. 465. James iii. 2. (%) James ii. 20. 
| Of free will. 


Altho' we cannot of ourſelves, without the 
aid of God's grace, do ſuch things as are plea- 
ſing and acceptable to him, for in and by him 
we live, move, and have our being, and our 
ſufficiency is of God (2); yet if we pray unto 
God (x) to aſſiſt our honeſt endeavours, he will 
enable us to do our duty, thro? Chriſt (y) ſtrength- 

O 2 „ 


a) 2 Cor. iii. 5. (x) Matt. xxi. 22. 1 John v. 14. 


D) Phil, iv. 73. 


"RE — 


({ 160 ). 

ningius. For we mult not receive the grace of 
God (z); in vain, nor be weary in 7 
but work out our own ſal vation. ; 


(s) 2 Cor. vi. 1. Gal. vi. 9g. Phil. ii, 12. 


VII. Of juftification. 
We are eſteemed righteous before' God, only 
for the merits of our lord and ſaviour Jeſus (a) 
Chriſt by faith in him, accompanied with good 
works (5), which are the fruits of faith, and, as 
ſuch, are pleaſing and acceptable to God. So 
that a true and lively faith 1s as evidently known 
by good works (c), as a good tree is diſcerned” a 
by its fruits. But works of ſupererogation, that 
is, ſuch as the church of Rome pretends we may 
perform over and above our duty, or more than 
God requires, are impious, arrogant, and con- 


trary to ſcripture (4). 
(a) Col. i. 13, 14. Rom. iii. 24. (5) Tit ji. 14, 


James ii. 17, 24» 26. le) James ii. 14. xviii. 26. 
(4) Luke xvii. 10. | | 


VIII. Of Chriſt alone withcut fin. | 


Chriſt, by taking human nature on him, was | 
made like unto us, in all things, fin only ex- 
cepted. He was a lamb without ſpot ; and by 
the ſacrifice of himſelf, once offered, made 
atonement and propitiation for the ſins of the 
world (e); and fin was not in him (f). But all 
mankind beſides, tho* baptized, and born again 

| 0 

le) 1 Pet. i. 19, Heb. ix. 26, 28. Rom. ili. 25. 

1 John ii. 2. (/) 1 John ii. 5. 


( 101 ) 
in Chriſt, do offend in many things (g). For 
if we ſay we have no fin, we deceive durſelves, 
and the truth is not in us (+). 


'O James iii, 2. (6) 1 Joni. 8 


; IX. Of fin after baptiſm, 
Thoſe who fall into ſin after baptiſm, may- 


be renewed by repentance ; for tho', after we 


have received God's grace, we may depart from 
it, by falling into ſin; yet, thro* the aſſiſtance 
of his holy ſpirit, we may by repentance, and 
the amendment of our lives, be reſtored again 
to his favour. God will not deny forgiveneſs of 
fins to thoſe Who truly repent, and do that 
which is lawful and right; but all ſuch (i), thro? 


his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall fave their ſouls: 


alive. | 
(i) Ezekiel xvii. 27. 


X. Of predeſtination. | 
Predeſtination to life, with reſgect to every 
man's ſalvation, is the everlaſting purpoſe of 
God, ſecret to us. And the right knowledge 
of what is revealed concerning it, is full of com- 
fort to ſuch truly religious Chriſtians, as feel in 


themſclves the ſpirit of Chriſt, mortifying the 


works of the fleſh, and their earthly affections, 
and raiſing their minds to heavenly things. But 
we muſt receive God's promiſes, as they be ge- 
neraily declared in holy ſcripture, and do his 
will, as therein is expreſsly directed: for with- 
out holineſs of life, no man ſhall be ſaved, 


XI. 


( 102) | 


XI. Of obtaining ſalvation thro*- Chriſt. 

Tho? we preſume not to ſay, that every man 
ſhall be damned, who diligently leads his life 
according to the law and light of nature, not 
having the opportunity of knowing God's re- 
vealed will in Chriſt ; yet the holy ſcriptures 
declare unto us, only the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby we can be ſaved (t). 

Ads iv. 12. 


XII. Of the church, and its authority. 


The viſible church of Chriſt is a congregation 
of faithful men, wherein the pure word of God 
is preached, and the ſacraments are duly admi- 
niſtered, according to Chriſt's ordinance in all 
things neceſſary and requiſite. And every natio- 
nal or particular church, hath power to ordain, 
change, and aboliſh rites and ceremonies, for 
the more decent order, and good government 
thereof ; ſo that all things be done to edifying. 
But it is not lawful for the church to ordain any 
thing contrary to God's word, nor ſo to ex- 
pound the ſcriptures, as to make one part ſeem 
repugnant to another ; nor to decree, or enforce 
any thing to be believed as neceſſary to ſalvation, 
that is contrary to God's holy word. General 
councils and churches are liable to err, and have 
erred ; even in matters of faith and doctrine, as 
well as in their ceremonies and manner of 


living. 
of 


(103) 


XIII. Of purgatory. 

The Romiſb doctrine of purgatory, pardons, 
worſhipping of images and relicks, and invoca- 
tion of ſaints, is a vain and wicked invention, 
not founded on ſcripture, but is directly con- 
trary to the ſame (0). 


(J Matt. iv. 10. Col. ii. 19, 20. 
XIV. Of miniſtring in the congregation. 
No man ought to take upon himſelf the of- 
fice of public preaching, or adminiſtring the 
ſacraments in the congregation, but he who is 
lawfully called to this work, by ſuch as have 
public authority given unto them, for that pur- 


poſe. And it is contrary to God's word, and 
the cuſtom of the primitive church to have pub- 


lic prayer, or the ſacraments, adminiſtered in the 
church, in a tongue not underſtood by the people. 


XV. Of the ſacraments. 


There are two ſacraments, ordained by Chriſt 
our Lord in the goſpel, namely, baptiſm and 
the ſupper of our lord. Confirmation, pen- 
nance, orders, matrimony, and extreme unc- 
tion, tho* called ſacraments by the church of 
Rome, yet are not ſo, as not being of the nature 
of ſacraments, nor having any viſible . ſign or 
ceremony, ordained of God. 


XVI. Of baptiſm. 


Baptiſm is a ſign both to diſtinguiſh Chriſ- 
tians from others, as alſo of regeneration, or 
à new birth, whereby, they wha receive it, are 


ad- 
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ſons of God by the holy ſpirit, is thereby viſibly 

figoed and ſealed. Faith is alſo confirmed, ànd 
grace increaſed to adult perſons, by virtue of 
prayer unto God. The baptiſm of young 


children ought to be retained in the church, as 
moſt agreeable to the inſtitution of Chriſt. 


XVII. of "the Lord's ſapper. 


The ſupper of the Lord is a ſacrament of 
our redemption” by Chriſt's ' death, The bread * 
which we break and eat, is a repreſentation of 
the body of Chriſt ; and the cup of bleſſing, of 
which-we drink, is a repreſentation of the blood 
of Chriſt ; ſignifying thereby the death and paſ- 
fion pf our bleſſed Saviour, who died for our 
fins. This ſacrament is a memorial, or com- 
memoration, of Chriſt's death, by which alſo we 
expreſs the love that Chriſtians * to have; 
one for another. 

F ranſubſtantiation, or In change of the 
bread and wine in the Lord's ſupper, into the 
body and blood of Chriſt, cannot be proved by 
holy writ ; but is repugnant'to the pla words 
thereof, and to the nature of a ſacrament; it is 
alſo contrary to our ſenſes, and our reaſon, and 
hath occaſioned many ſuperſtitions. The cup of the 
Lord ought not to be denied the lalty, but ſhould 
be adminiſtered to all fincere Chriſtians. 


XVIII. Of rhe one oblalion of Chriſt. _ 
The offering of Chriſt's body on the croſs, 
is that perfect redemption, prop. tiation and ſa- 

tis faction 
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tisfaction which he then, and once only, ad 
by his blood, for the ſins of the whole world, 


both original, and actual: having once ſuffgred 


for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 


bring us to God (m): and there iS no other ſa- 
tisfaction for ſin, than that alone. The ſacri- 


fices of maſſes, by which the church of Roms 


pretends to offer Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins, 
are moſt blaſphemous and dangerous inventions, 


(-:) Heb. ix. 38. 1 Pet: in. 18. 


XIX. Of the marriage of prieſts. 
Biſhops, prieſts and deacons are not forbidden 
by God's law to abſtain- from marriage; but it 
is as lawful for them, as for other men to marry, 


y they think it expedient, 


XX. Of the civil magiſtrate. 

The king's majeſty hath the chief power in 
theſe kingdoms, in all things both eccleſiaſtical 
and civil ; and he neither is, nor ought to be 
ſubject to any foreign power; nor hath the 


biſhop of Rome any juriſdiction whatſoever in 


theſe realms, 


XXI. Of a Chriſtian man's oath. 


The Chriſtian religion doth not prohibit any 
man from taking an oath, when required by 
the magiſtrate, in a juſt cauſe, ſo it be done, 
according to juſtice, judgment and truth. But 
all vain and. raſh ſwearing is forbidden by the 


holy ſcriptures, 


oy F 94 N 1 S. 
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AGE 14. Line 20. read againft.. p. 24. l. 
24: dele 3. p. 26. J. 28. read 1599. p. 
26. 1. . in the note, add 372. h. 33. J. wt. 
in the note, read 406, 407. p. 36 l. 20. read 
+ + 13 of Elia. p. 44. in the note, read Benje!'s 
> oy. Page 78. I. f. read doing their duty. 
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